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WELCOME 
THIS month we bring you full analysis of the Cleaner Air For Scotland (CAFS 2) strategy – which promises to help achieve a 
‘better place for everyone.’  
In May, EPS attended the Waterfront Air Quality Forum which saw fascinating speakers covering a wide range of subjects 
including air quality policies in England and Scotland.  A particular emphasis was placed on how COVID-19 changed our 
consumer habits and our patterns of life and travel and the impacts these had on air quality in our towns and cities. 
Moreover, they explained how the pandemic transformed the context for clean air strategies and low emission or clean 
air zones. 
Scotland’s Climate Week (September 13th to 19th) and the recent launch of a Net Zero campaign by the Scottish 
Government take on added significance and hopefully will make an impact given the proximity of COP26 being hosted in 
Glasgow. If you want more information or to make your own contribution to Scotland’s Climate Week, click on the image, 
above right, to visit the website. Feel free to start by completing the Clean Air Day survey monkey. 
 

CAFS 2 – TOWARDS A BETTER PLACE FOR EVERYONE 
THE eagerly awaited (CAFS 2) strategy was published by the Scottish Government in 
July. 
Entitled, ‘Towards a Better Place for Everyone,’ this is a five-year strategy to tackle a 
range of pollutants; investigate emerging pollutants; deal with established problematic 
ones, such as ammonia; and to develop more research and data to define those 
pollutants that will impact the environment and our health. 
The document asserts the clear need for further public and public/private sector 
engagement to raise awareness of air quality. It addresses impacts on health and 
wellbeing, and how behaviour change (particularly in relation to transport, domestic 
burning and agriculture) can play an important role in improving air quality. EPS analysis 
of this document can be accessed here. 

WATERFRONT AIR QUALITY FORUM 2021 
THE annual Waterfront Air Quality Forum is highly regarded and one of the ‘go to’ events for those with special interests 
in and/or responsibility for air quality. 
Given the importance of this meeting, and not to be outdone by COVID-19, the organisers, the Waterfront Conference 
Company, managed to run a highly successful ‘virtual’ meeting this year. 
Topics that dominated the event included the impact of the pandemic on: air quality, the disruption to systems that 
monitor traffic levels and air quality, and the plans to implement clean air and low emission zones. There were discussions 
too, about the growing importance of indoor air quality and the public health dimension of air quality following the recent 
inquest establishing the causal association of air pollution as a contributory factor in the death of schoolgirl Ella Adoo Kissi-
Debrah. 

https://www.ep-scotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Cleaner-Air-For-Scotland-2-Strategy-analysis.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/cleaner-air-scotland-2-towards-better-place-everyone/
https://www.netzeronation.scot/whats-happening/scotlands-climate-week


Transport Scotland’s senior air quality manager Vincent McInally provided some fascinating information about the plans 
for Low Emission Zones and updates on the impact of the pandemic on 
these plans. 
Chair, Dr Srinivas Srimath, director for air quality at RSK, pictured, said 
that ‘critical load’ was apparent at many ecologically important sites and 
highlighted the impact of indoor air quality and health impacts with 
many people continuing to work from home. 
He said the UK Government’s new target of at least a 78% reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2035, the UK-wide ban on the sale of new 
petrol and diesel cars by 2030, the work on low emission and clean air 
zones and the ban on peat-based compost sales from 2024 were 
milestones. Read a full conference report here. 

LET US KNOW YOUR VIEWS ON CLEAN AIR DAY 2021 
WE want to hear your views about Clean Air Day 2021. EPS coordinated the national air quality campaign in Scotland on 
behalf of the Scottish Government. 
This year’s event, held on Thursday June 21st, was a runaway success with schools the length and breadth of the country 
taking part and keen to learn about air quality and its importance for their future. 
Private businesses (including many transport providers), individuals, charities and other organisations (from nature-based 
groups to air quality campaigners) took part in the festivities which aimed to encourage people to cut private vehicle use 
(particularly for shorter journeys), consider active travel, increase use of public transport and move to an Ultra-Low 
Emission Vehicle or join a car club. 
We have set up a ‘survey monkey’ online poll that takes only few minutes to complete to capture your thoughts and 
feedback on Clean Air Day in Scotland. The results will feed into our evaluation report and improve future events. Click the 
following link to begin the survey. Click here to start the survey. 

FREE 10-DAY ESSENTIAL ENVIRONMENT TRIAL 
THE environmental management landscape is constantly changing and is complicated by regulatory demands, legal 
constraints and changes in public perceptions. In many cases environmental professionals are no longer specialists of one 
area but are instead expected to be experts in many.  
Essential Environment Online has been designed to help businesses, local authorities and education establishments 
operate in the increasingly regulated environment that we find ourselves in today. It is clear and concise using simple 
language making it accessible to users with widely varying levels of expertise and knowledge. Crucially, it is updated daily 
covering developments in pollution prevention; air quality and emissions; climate change; transport and vehicle strategies; 
agriculture and marine life; water and waste management; and many more.  A news section also notifies users of industry 
updates to ensure key developments. are never missed wherever you are.  
We are offering a free 10-day trial to this great online facility. It is the only reference resource on environmental legislation 
you will ever need – www.essentialenvironment.org.uk/subscribe 

EPUK ANNUAL CONFERENCE – NOVEMBER 18th 2021 
EPUK will hold their first ‘proper’ annual conference for two years (last year’s having being impacted by the pandemic) at 
Aston University in Birmingham. 
This year’s keynote subject will tackle the climate crisis and recognise that only combined action on greenhouse gas 
emissions and air pollution can help deal with the situation. 
EPUK’s new president, Professor Jim Longhurst, of the University of the West of England, will open the event and delegates 
will hear from Professor Anna Hansell, Chair of the Committee on the Medical Effects of Pollutants (COMEAP) about the 
public health lessons of the pandemic. Bristol City Council’s Sustainability and Climate Change Manager, Alex Minshull, and 
sponsors, Bosch, will present on the advantages of technology in mitigating against climate change. 
Delegates will also hear from an air quality consultant about the effects of the pandemic on environmental quality. Johan 
Kuylenstierna, Research Leader at the Stockholm Environment Institute, based at the University of York, will discuss climate 
and environmental protection, Professor Sir Stephen Holgate, from the University of Southampton, and former EPUK 
president, Lord Whitty will also speak at the event. 
There will be two break-out sessions. The first will tackle the lessons from the pandemic for behaviour change, public 
health and noise. The second will include discussions about EPUK’s air quality and climate change action plan, transport 

https://www.ep-scotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Waterfront-Air-Quality-Forum-report.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D8FKJHT
http://www.essentialenvironment.org.uk/subscribe


planning for cleaner air and greener redevelopment. To reserve a place, click this link https://www.environmental-
protection.org.uk/event/epuk-annual-conference-2021/ 
 

ELINA’S FAREWELL 
EPS bade farewell to Elina Dagdeleni as External Communications & Media Officer, 
during the summer. After 10 years living in Glasgow, Elina returned home to Greece 
where she took up a new post in digital marketing and found time to get married! 
Many of you will know Elina through her social media work having joined our charity 
in 2017. Her involvement was a positive legacy of the 2014 Commonwealth Games, 
with her post initially funded by the Glasgow Guarantee which aimed to help 
graduates into jobs and training after the sporting event.  
Elina transformed the EPS and Breathe Scotland Twitter feeds from a low base to 

achieve over 1,900 followers, and did the same with our Facebook page, by posting and 
tweeting impartial, fact-based information and articles. The channels’ followers include 
Scottish Government ministers, other MSPs, academics and environmental experts. 
She set up Environmental Protection Scotland’s LinkedIn account, which has allowed us 
to connect with environmental and sustainability professionals and academics and gave 
EPS a presence on Instagram. 
She was instrumental in the success of Clean Air Day, with videos and images and memes 
that extolled the benefits of active travel and other efforts to improve air quality and 
public health.  
Her campaign work took on even more importance after COVID-19 forced the last two 
CAD campaigns to be shifted almost entirely onto  the digital and social media sphere. 
In 2018 and 2019 she posted video clips of the Clean Air Day rallies in George Square that 
went ‘viral’ and persuaded cycling adventurer Mark Beaumont, pictured right, actor Gail 
Porter and author Irvine Welsh to sign clean air pledge cards. 
She also developed a Scotland-specific hashtag for the campaign and was a familiar face 
to delegates at our conferences and ‘virtual’ webinars. 
We hope you can join the EPS Board of Trustees in raising a glass to wish Elina and her 
husband Manos all the best for the future. 
STOP PRESS: Elina wishes to continue to support EPS’s work. Find out more in next month’s Newsletter… 

E-LEAFLET TO BE LAUNCHED BEFORE CLIMATE CONFERENCE 
EPS are finalising plans to launch a free e-leaflet to coincide with the United Nations 26th Conference of the Parties (COP) 
conference, which takes place from November 1st-12th. 
The document, which will be downloadable from our website, is provisionally entitled ‘Pursuing the Triple Win in a Scottish 
context.’ It will examine some of the themes raised in our recent series of ‘Triple Win’ webinars and provide useful online 
links for further information. 
The leaflet will consider how a combination of human driven changes to the global environment and related COVID-19 
pandemic have re-established environmental health at the centre of the public health agenda. It will assess how local 
authorities and environmental health, in particular, should take a fresh look at their aspirations and priorities in the wake 
of this. 
We’ll inform members via the Newsletter when the publication is published and where to find it on the website. The leaflet 
will be further promoted on our social media platforms as #TripleWin #ClimateChange  

LEZ FOUR CITY CONSULTATIONS 
PUBLIC consultations on the Low Emission Zone plans proposed for Edinburgh and Glasgow have ended or are about to 

close. Glasgow’s consultation finished on September 2nd with Edinburgh setting a deadline for submissions of September 

20th. 

Individuals or organisations have slightly longer to respond to the proposals for Dundee and Aberdeen. 

Whilst the Scottish Government has developed nationally standardised regulations relating to key aspects of their 

operation including emission requirements, penalties and exemptions for those entering a zone in a non-compliant vehicle. 

Each local authority can create, enforce, operate or revoke a LEZ and design its shape, size and scope based on local 

requirements.  They seek views on proposed aspects in each of the four cities, including the city centre zone boundary: 

https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/event/epuk-annual-conference-2021/
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/event/epuk-annual-conference-2021/


grace periods and local exemptions and consideration of impacted groups. Head to Scotland’s National Low Emission Zone 

website to have your say by clicking here. 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT BRIEFING 
THE Scottish Parliament research unit has published a one-stop shop online guide to help people understand Scotland’s 
environmental policies. The document identifies which policy areas are and are not devolved to the Scottish Government 
and to the UK Government along with the key bodies in Scotland that implement environmental laws and standards. 
The useful reference material provides clear graphics outlining everything from Scotland’s sustainable development goals 
as part of a UN charter to an explanation of the factors that influence Scotland’s environmental legislation following Brexit. 
There are sections on waste and recycling ‘the circular economy;’ biodiversity and wildlife management, flooding, air 
quality and chemicals and pesticides regulation. The briefing document can be found here.

  
 

IN THE NEWS 
EPS was mentioned in an article about how schools are learning about the environment through the Learning for 
Sustainability (LfS) initiative. 
‘Working for our world’ appeared in the August edition of Teaching Scotland, the General Teaching Council for Scotland’s 
(GTCS) in-house magazine. The piece led with an image from Clean Air Day 2018. 

Linda Reed, the headteacher of Garnetbank Primary School in Glasgow, whose pupils 
marched to George Square for the CAD in 2019 and participated in 2021, said air quality 
was embedded in wider efforts to encourage pupils to take home messages about 
sustainability, recycling and active travel. 
She said: “We encourage children to understand how amazing our planet is, to care about 
it and feel connected to it. They made (Clean Air Day) placards to campaign for change 
during the International Healthy Streets Summit (in 2018, in Glasgow), which was really 
powerful. It’s important that they know they have a voice and they can have an impact 
through their activism.” 
The article also looked at the recent launch by the Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy 
and Transport, Michael Matheson MSP, of the Scottish Government’s Net Zero campaign 
at Bantaskin Primary School in Falkirk.  Click here. (the article begins on page 28) 

EXPERT ADVISORY GROUPS 

NOISE 
EPS participated in a ‘virtual’ focus group which examined the issue of aviation noise in Scotland in June. The engagement 
is being conducted by Dr Lisa Lavia, Managing Director of the Noise Abatement Society who is a PhD student at the Urban 
Institute at Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh. The group is being supervised by SNAG member Dr Sarah Payne with the 
preliminary results due to be shared later this year. 
Meanwhile, Glasgow Airport has announced that its stakeholder consultation of the Airspace Modernisation Strategy 
(AMS), which was put on hold during the pandemic, is to be restarted shortly. EPS will provide further details when these 
are made available, but anyone requiring further details should email airspace@glasgowairport.com. 

AIR QUALITY 
THE next meeting of the air quality expert advisory group will take place at the end of September. Topics for discussion 
include the new CAFS 2 strategy, Low Emission Zone updates and the upcoming COP26 summit. 

LAND 
The group received an update from David Rudland, of the EPUK land group, from the National Brownfield Land conference 
in June. Mr Rudland explained that the Environment Agency’s (EA) evidence paper on PFAS (Perfluoroalkyl and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances), which describe known data on prevalence and application of data sets. Subsequently, on 
August 26th, the EA published an online summary of PFAS sources, pathways and environmental data which can be found 
here. There is a plan to test leachate from closed landfills for PFAS. There is PFAS data available via the agency’s water 
quality data archive page which can be found at https://environment.data.gov.uk/water-quality/view/landing  
Some laboratories are beginning to offer testing programmes for individual PFAS entities, but industry guidance is being 
sought on the required suites of parameters, detection limits and related test requirements. The EA has a working group 

https://www.lowemissionzones.scot/about/local-zones
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2021/8/19/7c14b3ec-7325-4aa3-b014-5ef960f73608-1
http://gtcsnew.gtcs.org.uk/web/FILES/teaching-scotland/teaching-scotland-issue-89-august-2021.pdf
mailto:airspace@glasgowairport.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/poly-and-perfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas-sources-pathways-and-environmental-data/poly-and-perfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas-sources-pathways-and-environmental-data-summary
https://environment.data.gov.uk/water-quality/view/landing


looking at analytical techniques so data is as robust as it can be. In addition, EA is producing internal guidance into 
redeveloping historic and closed landfills.  

NEXT MONTH - OCTOBER 
We will have all the latest news and views in the run up to the COP26 climate change summit. 
There will be an interview with the team behind Essential Environment, as the publication becomes ever more important 
to the work of environmental professionals. 
There will also be the latest from our expert advisory groups and we’ll update on our Triple Win leaflet. 
If you have any suggestions or would like to write an article for the Newsletter, email admin@ep-scotland.org.uk 
EPS is the continuation of an eminent line of charities going back to the days of the National Society for Clean Air and more recently 
Environmental Protection UK. Our objectives include the support and development of the work of Scotland’s environmental regulators and 
scientists based on sound science, objectivity and best practice.  We seek to work towards a cleaner, quieter, healthier sustainable Scotland. 

admin@e-scotland.org.uk              www.ep-scotland.org.uk 
    

     

Environmental Protection Scotland is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation. Scottish Charity No. SC043410.  This transmission contains information which may 
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You have been sent this email as you, or your organisation, are members of EPS.  If you do not 
wish to receive details of our forthcoming events or future copies of this newsletter, please 
reply to this email with the word STOP in the subject title. 
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