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INTRODUCTION 

VOTERS across Scotland go to the polls in the Scottish Parliamentary elections on Thursday 6th May 2021. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic dominates the political landscape over the last year, but Scottish voters will also be 
considering the full range of the political parties’ positions on independence, education, poverty, justice and Scotland’s 
relationship with the rest of the UK and the world. 
 
How Scotland makes a green recovery that meets the obligations in the Climate Act to reduce Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions (GHGs) by 2045 is also an important part of the manifestos. Glasgow hosts the COP26 climate summit in in 
November. 
 
Other key environment themes range from air quality policies to renewables; a fair and Just Transition to net zero to 
retain and reskill people; transport infrastructure; public transport; active travel; green space; housing and heating of 
buildings; land ownership and vacant and derelict land; planning; nature and biodiversity; incentives to encourage 
behaviour change and stronger fireworks regulations in communities. 
 
The need to keep pace or better environmental standards elsewhere in the world is also important following EU exit 
in a country where the majority of voters backed the case to remain in Europe in the referendum of 2015. 
 
Environmental Protection Scotland (EPS) does not support any political party. We are an impartial charity that 
promotes policy ideas, knowledge and solutions to achieve our aim of a cleaner, quieter,  healthier and sustainable 
Scotland. The idea that carefully crafted policies can help deliver a ‘triple-win’ of improved equity and environmental 
sustainability is a core value of EPS. Inclusive policies to promote the use of green space, engage in active travel, and 
create good places have potential to deliver this aspiration. 
 
EPS has put together an impartial guide to the environmental-related manifesto pledges of the main political parties 
contesting the 2021 Scottish parliamentary elections - the SNP, Scottish Conservatives, Scottish Labour,  Scottish Green 
Party and the Scottish Liberal Democrats.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This guide has been compiled in good faith based on the parties’ main UK manifestos. EPS is not responsible 
for any inadvertent errors or omissions.  
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THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY (SNP) 

‘Scotland’s Future’ 
 

The SNP manifesto promises a transformational policy programme that will drive recovery after the pandemic. 
 
If re-elected, the SNP describe plans for a stronger and more sustainable economy, alongside and including policies 
designed to tackle climate change. 
 
The party believes independence is pivotal to recovery and a draft Bill for independence was published by the 
Scottish Government before the election. The SNP proposes a referendum after the COVID-19 crisis, but in good 
time to equip the Scottish Parliament with the additional powers it requires. The timing of the referendum will be a 
matter for parliament. 
 
To guide policy, the SNP aim to set up annual Citizens’ Assemblies, including Children’s Citizens Assemblies, to look 
at some of the more complex issues in Scotland. 
 
The party will incorporate all United Nations treaties into Scots Law to the maximum extent possible within the 
powers of the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Transport 
Deliver a ‘green transport revolution’ to meet Scotland’s targets of net zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2045. 
 
ScotRail will be brought into public ownership from 2022 and railway services decarbonised by 2035. 
 
Decarbonising home 
Decarbonise the heating of one million homes by 2030. 
 
Create Energy efficient and zero carbon homes with access to outdoor spaces, transport links, digital connectivity 
and community services. 
 
Invest £1.6 billion over the next Parliament to decarbonise heating for homes and businesses. This includes £95 
million to decarbonise public sector homes. In addition to cutting emissions, the SNP argues this will help alleviate 
fuel poverty and create new technology jobs. 
 
Create a Zero Emissions Social Housing Task Force to advise on the measures required to meet net zero emissions 
targets and, longer-term, to extend this to the private rented and private housing sectors. 
 
A task force will advise on requirements in social housing to meet net zero targets. 
 
Home energy efficiency 
Strengthened efficiency standards using renewable or zero emissions heating for new builds from 2024. 
 
Grants, loans and equity to help householders and businesses upgrade existing buildings to energy efficient systems. 
 
Registered social landlords to comply with the zero emissions policy for new homes by 2025. 
 
Energy standards set through building regulations to deliver further improvements in energy efficiency and help 
remove poor energy efficiency, which exacerbates fuel poverty. 
 
Introduce a publicly owned energy company to inform and educate the public about energy efficiency, work with 
local authorities and others in the public and private sector to deliver energy efficiency. 
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A Housing Standard that will encompass homes for agricultural workers and tied properties and residential caravans. 
It will set new benchmarks for energy efficiency and heating standards and aim to ensure existing homes keep pace 
with developments on new properties, such as insulation, zero carbon heating and renewables. 
 
Active travel 
The SNP advocates ‘20-minute neighbourhoods’ – where shops and local services can be reached easily and safely by 
bike or on foot. 
 
In addition to helping local jobs and commerce, neighbourhoods are part of a new approach to low carbon transport 
solutions, housing and public services, promote healthier lives and net zero targets. 
 
Land reform/derelict and vacant land 
A Land Reform Bill to ensure that the public interest is considered on all large scale land ownership and introduce a 
pre-emption for community buy-outs where the title deeds of a piece of land is transferred. 
 
The Land Fund will be doubled to £20 million per year by 2025 to allow communities to buy back-run down local 
properties. 
 
A £50 million Vacant and Derelict Land Investment Programme to target land that can be used for maximum 
environmental and community benefit, with a particular focus in deprived areas where blight is a particular problem. 
 
Compulsory purchase powers for local authorities and new compulsory sale orders. 
 
New Land Value Capture will be introduced that will see the benefits of rising values of vacant land used to fund 
better social infrastructure and affordable housing in communities. 
 
New car and van sales 
A ban on the sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans in Scotland from 2030. 
 
Active travel 
Ten per cent of the infrastructure budget will be ring-fenced for walking and cycling schemes. 
 
Every town to have access to a high quality walking and cycling networks that separate pedal cycles and pedestrians 
from vehicles, making people less dependent on private cars and other vehicles. 
 
Free bikes for school children who cannot afford them; Every child to leave school with cycle safety skills with loans 
and grants for people to buy and repair bicycles. 
 
Roads 
The SNP promises to reduce the numbers of private vehicles on the roads – or ‘car kilometres’ - by 20per cent within 
nine years. 
 
 It will dual the A9 and A96 roads. 
 
Buses  
Over £500 million to improve bus infrastructure and tackle congestion. 
 
Young people under the age of 22 will be allowed free travel on buses. 
 
Fossil fuel use to be minimised by 2023, with £120 million invested in the electric and zero emission fleet. 
 
Community bus networks to deliver efficient community routes and support for local authorities to deliver these 
services. 
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Railways 
ScotRail to come under public ownership from next year with a target to decarbonise the Scottish rail network by 
2035. 
 
Reinstate or develop new railway branch lines across rural Scotland and commuter lines in towns and supports an 
extension of the Edinburgh Trams network and proposals by the Connectivity Commission in Glasgow for a light rail 
network in Scotland’s largest city. 
 
Faster rail connections from Scotland to England, a high-speed East Coast line and an extension of the Borders 
Railway to Carlisle. 
 
Ferries 
One-third of Scotland’s state-owned ferries to be low emission by 2032. 
 
Aviation 
A review will explore options for a Swedish-style higher tax rate for the most polluting aircraft. 
 
A review of Airport Passenger Duty (APD) rates. The party notes the planned devolution of this policy from 
Westminster is currently held up by state aid concerns regarding APD for air travel in the Highlands and Islands. 
 
APD policy must align with climate change plans 
 
Achieve a pilot project to operate electric plane services in the Highlands and Islands area. 
 
Food growing 
Public agencies to earmark more land for allotments and orchards for community growing and market gardens to 
sell locally grown sustainable produce. 
 
Homeworking 
A £10 million project to support companies wishing to trial a four day week. 
 
Green jobs fund 
A National Transition Training Fund will support under-threat jobs and retrain for high tech, highly skilled jobs and 
the provision of green skills to support the transition to net zero.  
 
Invest £100 million in the Green Jobs Fund, investing alongside businesses and organisations to support job creation 
opportunities. 
 
Spend £60 million on decarbonisation of industrial and manufacturing sectors, supporting new opportunities to 
create jobs as part of the transition to a net zero economy. 
 
Green Investment. 
The Scottish Government’s Green Investment Portfolio selects and promotes market ready, investor-grade green 
projects seeking private capital funding. The portfolio will expand from its current £1 billion value to £3 billion. 
 
Low carbon infrastructure fund 
A Low Carbon Infrastructure Challenge Fund will invest £26 million to support robust supply chains in low carbon 
industries.  
 
Energy fund 
The £34 million Scottish Industrial Energy Transformation Fund will support the decarbonisation of heavy industry. 
 
Oil and gas 
Scotland needs a transition to cleaner new fuels. The party says its support for the North Sea oil and gas sector is 
conditional on it contributing to a sustainable, secure, inclusive energy transition. 
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A £62 million Energy Transition Fund to support businesses in the oil, gas and energy sectors over the next five years 
to support their diversification. 
 
EPS Note: Tax and regulatory powers over offshore oil and gas are reserved to the UK Government. 
 
Hydraulic fracturing (‘Fracking’) 
Continue its anti-fracking stance following its ban announced in October 2019. 
 
Low Carbon farming 
The development of vertical, low carbon farms, fuelled by renewable energy, to produce more locally grown fruit 
and vegetables 
 
Double the amount of land available for organic farming to double the amount of organic produce. 
 
Tree planting and natural environment 
A doubling of woodland creation targets to 18,000 hectares per annum by 2025. 
 
Scottish Forestry to receive a further £100 million to increase new planting; Forestry and Land Scotland to receive 
£30 million to expand national forests and land and a further £20 million to increase nursery stocks.  
 
A presumption against applications for hard landscaping of garden space in towns and cities.  
 
A recognition that trees, woodlands and natural resources play a key role in flood prevention schemes, in riparian 
repair activity and to address air pollution. 
 
A National Register of Ancient Woodlands to be set up. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHGs) 
The SNP will use its role at November’s COP26 summit in Glasgow, and as European Co-Chairs of the Under2 Climate 
Group, to seek a Glasgow Agreement that would ensure all countries are committed to taking action to tackle the 
climate crisis. 
 
Environmental Champions of leading experts will advise the government on international best practice. 
 
Scotland will publish indicative National Determined Contributions (NDC) as it strives to cut its proportion of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The recommendations contained in the Just Transition Commission report published before the election will be 
implemented.  
 
A Minister of Just Transition will be appointed to ensure fairness and opportunity in the race to net zero. 
 
The SNP to work with trade unions, businesses, regions and communities on Just Transition plans with a robust 
monitoring framework to monitor progress is on track. 
 
Climate Justice Fund 
Funding for the Climate Justice Fund will be doubled to £24 million over four years. 
 
Schools 
Support for teaching training around the climate emergency and ecological crisis and a new professional teaching 
qualification related to the topic. 
 
Trials of new outdoor primary learning facilities to benefit children’s health. 
 
 



Environmental Protection Scotland working for a cleaner, quieter, healthier and sustainable Scotland 
7 

Low Emission Zones (LEZs) 
Recommence plans for Low Emission Zones in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee and Aberdeen that were paused at the 
start of the pandemic. 
 
Circular Economy 
A Circular Economy Bill to encourage reuse of products and reduce waste. Action will be taken to ban single-use 
items, especially forks, knives, spoons, stirrers and tea/coffee cups.  The supply and manufacture of single use items 
will be banned in Scotland. 
 
An innovation fund to tackle textile pollution and the throw-away culture. 
 
The Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) means people will pay a 20p levy for a drink in a single-use container such as a can 
or a bottle. The money is refunded if they return it to a participating retailer. DRS will be introduced for single use 
drinks containers from next year. 
 
Hydrogen 
Scotland is already investing £100 million of resources to kick-start the sector and its supply chain. 
 
It will set a target to have renewable and low-carbon hydrogen production capacity of at least 5GW by 2030. 
 
The party will support a project in Levenmouth, Fife, to determine if it is possible to provide a 100 per cent hydrogen 
heat network, supplying 300 domestic properties with green hydrogen heating.  
 
A pilot service of a hydrogen train by 2024. 
 
Green energy 
Scotland to generate at least half of its overall energy consumption from renewables by 2030 and a completely 
decarbonised energy system by 2050. 
 
Enterprise agencies will work with companies in high carbon industries like oil and gas to develop new technologies 
or access new low-carbon markets. 
 
Three islands to take part in a four year long initiative to define a strategy to become carbon neutral by 2040. 
 
Biodiversity 
A further £500 million will be invested in the natural economy to help tackle the biodiversity crisis. 
 
Peatland 
A commitment to a 10-year investment of more than £250 million to support the restoration of 250,000 hectares of 
peatland by 2030. 
 
Nuclear weapons 
No nuclear weapons to be stored in an independent Scotland with the Clyde Naval Base at Faslane becoming a 
traditional military and naval base after independence. 
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THE SCOTTISH CONSERVATIVE AND UNIONIST PARTY 
‘Rebuild Scotland’ 

 
 
THE Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party manifesto outlines plans to kick-star the economy moving again after a 
year of COVID-19 cost thousands of jobs and left thousands more workers on furlough or at risk of losing their posts. 
 
It pledges to coordinate an intensive plan to retrain and encourage people back into the workplace and recognises 
the need for the transition to a low carbon economy that puts jobs first, but one that also recognises the achieve 
Scotland’s climate change objectives and improve the environment. 
 
The Scottish Conservatives say they will work closely with the UK Conservative Government if elected. 
 
The party believes Scotland need not be distracted by an independence referendum as it rebuilds. 
 
Tourism  
Responsible tourism to be promoted, so that local businesses bring benefits to the communities and environment. 
 
Short-term lets 
Regulation must prioritise local choice and cannot distinguish between established providers and short-term lets 
which have seen a recent boom, especially in Edinburgh. 
 
Green recovery 
Recovery to ensure every job is a green job. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
Scotland to achieve a net zero contribution of Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2045. 
 
Support and encouragement for businesses to cut their carbon emissions. 
 
Innovation to develop new models and secure supply chains, retain value, deliver highly skilled jobs and reduce the 
carbon footprint. 
 
Circular economy 
A Circular Economy Bill to be introduced early in the next parliament which sets new targets for raw material usage, 
in particular single use plastics or difficult to recycle products. 
 
Investment in infrastructure capacity to ensure to cope with all recycling. 
 
A Centre for Circular Economy Excellence to drive the rollout of best practice in business, public sector, the third sector 
and communities. 
 
An awards scheme to recognise the best innovations in reuse and waste reduction. 
 
Public procurement to incentivise the delivery of environmental targets and enhance the circular economy. 
 
Deposit Return Scheme 
The Deposit Return Scheme will be aligned with the rest of the UK. 
 
Waste tourism 
The Scottish Landfill Tax to be pegged at the same level as other areas of the UK to disincentivise companies from 
‘waste tourism.’ 
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Climate Change 
The COP26 summit is an opportunity to showcase Scotland as a world leader in tackling climate change and 
environmental delivery. 
 
Energy 
To deliver a wholly renewable Scotland using the wealth of natural resources. 
 
Oil and gas 
The Scottish Government to partner in the UK Government’s North Sea Transition Deal, which is investing up to £16 
billion to reduce emissions and secure 40,000 jobs. 
 
Hydraulic fracturing 
Uphold the current ban on new licences for fracking 
 
Wind farms 
Scotland to continue to be at the forefront of the UK’s expanding offshore wind sector. 
 
Onshore wind farms will be supported in places where they benefit that local communities and the country as a whole. 
 
Incentives to set up a wind turbine decommissioning centre as farms reach the end of their lifecycle. 
 
Hydrogen 
Green hydrogen will be prioritised as a fuel source in transport and for supporting the exporting of renewable power. 
 
The UK Government will play a key role in the expansion and development of Scotland’s pumped hydroelectric energy 
storage and carbon capture capacity. 
 
Transport infrastructure 
The Conservatives advocate better connectivity between Scotland’s towns and cities. 
 
The Infrastructure Commission to be put on a statutory footing, with accountability to the Scottish Parliament and to 
work with regional transport partnerships on long-term infrastructure goals. 
 
Work to deliver the recommendations of Sir Peter Hendy’s review into improving connectivity between the four 
devolved nations and a separate root and branch review of the rail industry. 
 
There will be significant investment in Scotland’s roads in order to meet changing population needs and reach 
environmental targets. 
 
Active travel 
Maintain the upward trend for cycling and walking by bringing forward existing active travel targets from 2030 to 
2025. 
 
Spending on active travel to rise by 10 per cent during the next parliament. 
 
The Active Travel Commissioner to receive statutory powers. Local active travel schemes to meet new standards so 
they are suitable for all users. Temporary cycling and walking schemes introduced during the pandemic will be 
assessed for on-going suitability. 
 
Local authorities will be expected to monitor changes in travel patterns and encouraged to create Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods and Low Emission Zones. 
 
Towns encouraged to introduce a commuter cycle network. 
 
A £1 million investment in cycle proficiency training for adults. 
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A voucher scheme for cycle repairs. 
 
Buses 
Continued support for the Ultra-Low Emission Bus Scheme with loans and leases for bus companies to upgrade the 
fleet and a scrappage scheme for older vehicles. 
 
Stem the decline of rural bus routes and fully utilise the provisions contained in the Transport Act to allow local councils 
to propose local bus services. 
 
Integrated travel networks to be ambitious and the role of Regional Travel Partnerships reviewed. 
 
Electric vehicles (EVs) 
An EV action plan will deliver a complete national charging infrastructure by 2025.  
 
There will be continued subsidies for in-home and business charge-point installation, and the purchase of EV’s, new 
and used. 
 
All large new developments will incorporate charging points and a new scheme will ensure charging points are installed 
outside flats. 
 
Roads 
Invest £200 million in a repair fund for potholed roads. Local authorities will receive funding, raised from increases in 
capital funding, for road maintenance. 
 
The A1 cross-border route between Edinburgh and Newcastle will be fully dualled in conjunction with the UK 
Government. 
 
A feasibility study will be launched into a hydrogen network linking Inverness and Aberdeen for hydrogen vehicles. 
 
Public transport 
The permanent impact of COVID-19 on public transport is to be recognised by rail delivery modelling with an emphasis 
on making things better and value for money. 
 
Railways 
A comprehensive review of branch line and station closures. The Conservatives believe opening new stations or 
upgrading existing ones will create up to 51,600 jobs. 
 
More lines will be electrified to ensure decarbonisation of the railways remains on track. 
 
Flexible season tickets to recognise the move to homeworking and shorter working weeks in the office. 
 
The National Rail’s Rail Delivery Group’s wider recommendations, including simplifying fare structures, making travel 
plan changes easier and it easier for passengers to obtain better fare deals, to be implemented. 
 
Scottish rail fares will rise in line with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) rather than the Retail Price Index (RPI). 
 
Passengers to be guaranteed the cheapest fares.  
 
A contactless smart travel card will be introduced that covers all types of domestic transport. 
 
Aviation 
Airports need support from government to recover and keep vital routes open. 
 
Public service obligations or the subsidy of airport charges will be considered by the devolved and UK governments if 
any of Scotland’s key routes are under threat. 
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Airport Departure Tax (APD) to be the same in Scotland as the rest of the UK. 
 
Peatland 
They will end peat extraction for use in compost and we would aim to increase peatland restoration to 20,000 hectares 
annually by 2024-25. 
 
Tree planting 
Increase new tree planting in Scotland to 18,000 hectares annually by the tax year 2024-25, including an increase in 
the planting of new native species. 
 
Protect and reverse the decline in Atlantic woodlands, known as Scotland’s rainforests. 
 
National Parks 
Create a third national park in Galloway and consider other proposals for further parks. 
 
Green space 
Strengthen protections for the green belt and encourage brownfield sites for development. 
 
Litter and fly-tipping 
Fixed penalties and maximum fines will be increased with the income used to toughen up council enforcement 
procedures and to introduce regular reporting of the problem. 
 
Local authorities and other agencies to prosecute fly-tipping offenders and order them to pay the clean-up costs of 
their actions. 
 
Agriculture emissions 
Review the value of the Agricultural Transformation Programme and ensure funding supports low emission farming. 
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SCOTTISH LABOUR 
‘Scottish Labour’s National Recovery Plan’ 

 
LABOUR sets out five distinct recovery distinct themes; for jobs, NHS, education, climate, and communities. 
 
The fifth objective, Community Recovery, contains policies such as active travel. However, other objectives, such as 
jobs recovery tackle the issue of reducing carbon emissions from business and creating ‘green’ jobs through reskilling 
and redeployment. 
 
The decarbonisation of heating in homes is seen by the party as bringing other benefits such as reducing fuel poverty. 
 
If elected, the party promises to enshrine into law a human right to a healthy environment. 
 
Economy 
COVID-19 is accelerating long-term economic changes and Labour considers these as part of a Just Transition to a 
greener economy. 
 
A proportion of local procurement to be for oil companies operating in the UK Continental Shelf region and Scottish 
supply chains involved in renewable technologies. 
 
The Scottish National Investment Bank to provide funding for new ideas, offer investment for ‘capital for good’ projects 
and support businesses to transition towards greener and digital-based futures. 
 
Push for a Scottish gigafactory to build electric vehicle batteries. 
 
Procurement 
A new Better Business Scotland certification scheme to insist on clear carbon reduction strategies for businesses that 
wish to receive public sector contacts. 
 
Climate change & net zero emissions targets 
Labour says tackling climate change must be central to all of policies and investment. 
 
To lead from the front and ensure the COP26 summit achieves ambitious actions to tackle the climate emergency 
which has exacerbated inequalities. 
 
It warns the deadline for Scotland to achieve net zero for emissions from Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2045 will not 
be met without significant action and the world must move faster and make deeper emission reductions to limit global 
heating to 1.5°C. 
 
A Wellbeing and Sustainable Development (Scotland) Bill to be introduced into parliament which will assess Scotland’s 
role in tackling global climate change. 
 
The net zero ambition provided an opportunity for job creation and to tackle the economic harm caused by the 
pandemic. 
 
Housing 
Inefficient homes drive greenhouse gas emissions and contribute to 23 per cent of emissions in Scotland. Of this figure, 
75per cent of these emissions emanate from residential buildings. 
 
It will construct 200,000 zero carbon social homes over the next decade. 
 
In addition, all new homes to be compliant with the third highest energy efficiency rating by 2030 and zero carbon, 
where possible, by 2045. 
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Grants to replace gas boilers with air source heat pumps to be available for low and middle earners. People in higher 
income brackets will be offered interest free loans up to £18,000. 
 
A new national housing agency will coordinate the roll out of double glazing, boiler replacement, forms of renewable 
heat, and heat networks. 
 
Negative Emissions Technologies (NETs) 
NET options to remove and hide away carbon dioxide from the atmosphere to be exploited now – before it is too late 
to curb climate change. 
 
Legislation 
The UK’s EU exit must not be used to weaken Scotland’s environmental standards. 
 
An Environment Act that includes legally binding targets for nature’s recovery, together with proper funding and a 
Nature Network for Scotland through the National Planning Framework (NPF) 
 
Goods and services 
Better Business Scotland certification to ensure that every business that wants to work with the public sector has a 
clear carbon reduction plan and a commitment to achieving net zero. 
 
Goods and services will be procured locally, cutting down on emissions. 
 
Just Transition 
Industrial and energy strategies changes must ensure a Just Transition for the workers and communities most affected 
by these policies. If not, the low carbon sector risks worsening inequalities. 
 
The party highlights the recent administration of Burntisland Fabrications in Fife shows the SNP Government has failed 
to maximise the opportunities decarbonisation provides for skilled workforces in Scotland. 
 
A statutory Just Transition Commission to ensure the unemployed and those not in full-time employment following 
the pandemic receive employment or re-employment opportunities. 
 
Fuel poverty and energy 
Fuel poverty to be prioritised as part of efforts to tackle climate change. Currently, 25 per cent of households in 
Scotland are in fuel poverty, including over a third of pensioner households. 
 
An Energy Efficient Scotland Bill to include a commitment and strict interim targets to eradicate fuel poverty by 2032. 
 
Labour argues that energy markets have failed to find solutions that do not favour the interests of big businesses. 
 
Energy supply to be secure, affordable and achieve targets for climate targets and the transition to a net zero carbon 
economy. 
 
A national energy company to bring large scale investment, drive new generation capacity and work with local supply 
chains, engage councils and communities under common ownership. 
 
Labour accepts that gas will be part of households’ energy mix until there are viable alternatives. 
 
Every home should have a smart meter. 
 
Hydraulic fracturing  
Labour will retain the Scottish Government’s ban on the issuing of new licenses for ‘fracking.’ 
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Crown Estate and land ownership 
The Crown Estate has to fully use the Scottish Government’s licensing powers fully to keep green jobs in Scotland.  
 
Incentives to ensure major landowners phase out the extraction of forests, peatland and seagrass and, where damaged 
or depleted, invest in restoration. 
 
Environmental justice 
Land justice measures, such as those recommended by the Scottish Land Commission and Community Land Scotland 
to reflect the Scottish Government’s climate targets. 
 
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) 
CCS to support infrastructure and engineering jobs and is an opportunity for bulk production of green hydrogen to 
decarbonise heat and transport, and for greenhouse gas removal to offset residual emissions. 
 
Renewables 
A strategy for domestic manufacturing capacity to ensure that growth in domestic renewable energy production 
creates new jobs. 
 
A new Scottish Energy Development Agency, working closely with the Scottish National Investment Bank, to 
coordinate the growth in renewable energy production, skills and training and investment in the Scottish supply chain 
economics side. 
 
New offshore wind farms permitted if they have achievable plans for supply chain manufacturing and job creation in 
Scotland. 
 
Circular Economy 
A Circular Economy Bill to be launched in parliament that places the onus on waste producers to ensure the material 
is recycled or dealt with in an environmentally fair manner. 
 
Support for deposit return schemes and regulatory action to eliminate plastic cigarette filters; a ban on polycarbonates 
ban; a requirement for food manufacturers and retailers to cut waste. 
 
Scotland to contribute to global action to tackle abuses in the fashion supply chain.  
 
It is the public sector’s duty to provide water fountains for bottle refills and schools need to provide better access to 
water for pupils. 
 
Litter, fly-tipping and incineration 
Education, infrastructure investment and a review of enforcement options to form the basis of a new litter strategy. 
 
A moratorium on large scale incineration plants and overall review of the sector. 
 
Green space/vacant and derelict land 
Lockdown has heightened inequalities over people’s access to green space. 
 
A National Housing Agency will coordinate the funding to buy land, housing and deal with derelict and vacant land. 
 
Regional Land Use Frameworks, to be put in place by 2023, will set out regional land use priorities and funding 
requirements and involve wide stakeholder engagement. 
 
Public authorities to be able to buy land at existing use value for social homes. This means land values can be locked 
in before they become too expensive and providing additional funding for infrastructure improvements. 
 
Individuals and environmental organisations can challenge decisions that will severely impact the environment. 
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Planning of new developments and regeneration of existing areas should be around green infrastructure linking 
communities and habitats, allowing easy access for walking and cycling and incorporating a variety of landscapes 
including trees, pedestrian and cycle pathways, play areas, food growing spaces as well as flood mitigation measures. 
 
Local authority funding 
Further investment provided to local authorities to enable them to provide funding for creating safe urban and rural 
active travel routes, green spaces, allotments and community food growing. 
 
Air quality 
Reprioritise and expand the implementation of Low Emission Zones and explore the implementation of minimum air 
quality standards outside schools. 
 
Air quality will improve by manufacturing and upgrading buses to zero emission standards. 
 
Private vehicles/electric vehicles (EVs)  
Labour is committed to reducing car use and supports the expansion of car clubs. 
 
Low and middle income earners will be targeted with grants to buy electric vehicles over the next two years. 
 
The roll-out of EV infrastructure will target areas with the least access to them. 
 
A fund created to pay for repairs of essential roads and paths, ensuring that potholes are eliminated. 
 
On road safety grounds, it would improve key roads such as the A83 in Argyll and Bute. 
 
Active travel 
Active travel spending will be 10 percent of the overall transport budget. 
 
The funding will include assessing and developing safe cycling routes and women’s safety as part of a gendered 
approach to transport infrastructure. 
 
‘20-minute neighbourhoods’ to be created. 
 
The planning system will help urban areas plan for reduced car use and all residential areas low traffic neighbourhoods. 
 
Targets for the active travel plan will be enforceable for cycling and walking levels and the paths surveyed to ensure 
they are in good upkeep. 
 
A consultation will be launched on the introduction of 20mph speed limits on certain routes. 
 
A Right to Play so all children can access to spaces to play and stay active. 
 
Buses 
Labour’s target is to deliver an affordable, integrated public transport system with a smart ticket system. 
 
The Transport Act will be used to return buses to local authority control 
 
Anyone under 25 will be given free bus travel with a long-term goal of making buses free for everyone. 
 
Provide investment in the manufacture and introduction of accessible low and zero emission buses. 
 
Rural bus routes to be expanded to ensure a regular, affordable service. 
 
Railways 
ScotRail and the Caledonian Sleeper to return to public ownership. 
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A complete review of the branch rail network with the priority to improve rail connectivity between smaller towns 
and villages, reopen stations and restore neglected services. 
 
A rolling electrification programme to decarbonise the railways within 15 years. 
 
Rail freight promoted as an alternative to road haulage. 
 
Labour will aim for rail journeys between Scotland’s seven cities to be faster than travelling by car. 
 
Ferries 
Ferry travel should also be free for under-25s. 
 
Aviation 
Support for the industry to recover from the damage wrought by the pandemic, but the aviation sector’s plans must 
include a commitment to reducing CO2 emissions. 
 
Airport Passenger Duty (APD) exemptions to remain for flights between the Highlands and Islands. 
 
Education and academic research 
The Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) of global citizenship education should reflect further developments in young 
people’s understanding of local, national and global environments. 
 
International Development Programme spending to be ‘climate proofed.’ This includes a Climate Justice Fund and links 
between university research and industrial strategy as Scotland transitions to a low carbon economy. 
 
Strategic initial and transferable skills strategy relating to the climate emergency will be developed in conjunction with 
colleges. 
 
Scottish National Investment Bank (SNIB) 
The SNIB to introduce a Worker’s Ownership Fund to enhance support for cooperative and employee owned 
businesses in the low-carbon economy under a Labour administration. 
 
The SNIB to increase in the scale of low-cost capital available to forms of low carbon infrastructure. e.g; the steel 
industry moving to electric furnaces. 
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SCOTTISH GREEN PARTY 
‘Our common future’ 

 
THE Scottish Greens warn the world is already seeing the impacts of climate change; from forest fires to floods, 
heatwaves and extinction of animal species. 
 
The party, which supports independence, claims Scotland is currently cut adrift from the EU and lacks the powers to 
make the transition to a strong, equal and green society.  
 
In its manifesto, the party refuses to apologies for a green recovery that involves borrowing further and taxing the 
wealthiest. The party’s approach is based on a Just Transition that is fair and equitable, and leaves nobody behind. 
 
They point to the track record of its MSPs in the last Parliament, when they helped secure the Climate Act that 
commits Scotland to reducing it emissions by 75per cent by 2030. 
 
Infrastructure  
An investment-led recovery infrastructure with key investment levers devolved to Scotland, in particular the UK’s 
Shared Prosperity Fund, which is designed to increase funding for such projects. 
 
Invest £7.5 billion on public infrastructure that the party expects to create over 100,000 green jobs. 
 
Business and enterprise 
Enterprise and infrastructure funding to be targeted at the low carbon economy and green manufacturing. Strict 
conditions to be applied to ensure companies support jobs in Scottish supply chains.  
 
A four-day week that will involve no loss of pay. 
 
SME’s (Small to Medium Enterprise) to be given incentives and other support to behave in an environmentally-sound 
and socially-just manner. 
 
A Good Business Council will advise on a green economic recovery. 
 
Business with a turnover of more than £5 million per annum to be required to publish environmental reports 
alongside their annual financial reports. 
 
Gender equality 
The pandemic has had a detrimental effect on women and set back earlier advances in relation to gender equality. 
 
They will work to incorporate Engender and Close the Gap’s Gender & Economic Recovery Principles into policy in 
the next parliament. 
 
Young people and work 
A Scotland Guarantee has been supported by the Greens since 2016. The guarantee to see an offer of work, 
education or training for all young people aged 16-25 years-old as Scotland transfers to a green economy. 
 
Longer-term, the guarantee to be extended to anyone under the age of 30 and workers in fossil fuel industries. 
 
Industrial strategy 
The Scottish Greens suggest that only 4,500 of the 190,000 industrial sector jobs are servicing low carbon industries 
and support an interventionist strategy to tap into the potential for growth in this area. 
 
The regions and localities will be expected to set out their  industrial plans based on the concept of ‘people and 
place’ directly funded by the Scottish National Investment Bank. 
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Supply chains to feature conditions predicated on Scottish content, including in renewables leasing. 
 
The Greens to invest directly in the deployment of innovative renewables and the supply chain, with the target for 
Scotland to be a world leader and exporter of renewables. 
 
A centre of excellence to be established to deliver a technical skills programme for green manufacturing, providing 
funding for organisations to retrain and upskill workers for the emerging sector. 
 
Taxation 
 
 Personal taxation   
The Greens claim the wealthiest top fifth in the UK saved over £23 billion during the first three months of lockdown 
in 2020. 
 
Independence to allow Scotland greater powers to directly tax the consumption of luxury goods, carbon emissions 
from corporations and the wealthiest in society. 
 
A Citizens’ Assembly will look at the future of taxation and funding for public services, with the aim to deliver a 
taxation system that raises enough funds to build a green economy. 
 
The Greens will continue to support earlier plans for a more progressive income tax structure but concede that now 
is not the time to raise taxes. 
 
 Company taxation 
Corporation tax will be partly replaced by a carbon tax that rises over time in line with climate targets. 
 
An urgent one-off windfall tax on the major companies, such as supermarket chains, which made larger profits than 
smaller firms which suffered during the pandemic would help to redress the balance. 
 
 Council tax 
Council tax to be replaced by a residential property tax that is more closely linked to actual property value that will 
leave the wealthiest householders paying more. 
 
 Millionaire’s tax 
The Greens wish to introduce an annual one per cent wealth tax for people who have assets over £233 million (10 
per cent of UK society), to include property, land, pensions, and other assets. 
 
If consent was withheld by the UK Treasury before independence, the Greens plan to give councils the powers to 
introduce local wealth taxes for the richest people. 
 
Aviation 
The Scottish Greens point out that 70 per cent of UK flights are made by the wealthiest 15 per cent in society. 
 
Air Passenger Duty (APD) to be replaced with a frequent flyer levy after the pandemic. Travellers will be allowed one 
return flight every 12 months without the need to pay the levy. After this a levy will be charged with each flight 
costing more in tax. 
 
Maintaining Highlands and Islands connectivity means there is to be no levy on flights between this region and 
elsewhere in Scotland. 
 
Renewables 
In an effort to unblock supply chain jobs, the onshore wind farm industry is to be restored and about 200 powerful 
1GW wind turbines will replace older models every year for the next decade. 
 
At least 70 per cent of the onshore wind supply chain will come from Scotland. 
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At least 20 per cent of new windfarms to be owned by the community and discounted energy deals to be offered to 
communities.  
 
The planning process to speed up and simplify consent for onshore wind in suitable areas that exclude Scotland’s 
two national parks and other national scenic areas. 
 
The climate emergency is to be a ‘material consideration’ in planning decisions with a presumption in favour of 
repowering via windfarms. 
 
Planning regulations to ensure new onshore wind farms to have a net positive impact on peatland and habitat 
restoration. 
 
Subsidies and non-domestic rates to provide support for small scale hydropower schemes to provide electricity for 
rural communities. 
 
The UK Government’s Contracts For Difference should be fully devolved. 
 
Scotland to lead in tidal energy infrastructure installation and set a target for 1GW of installed tidal energy in 
Scotland by 2030, creating more than 4,000 jobs. 
 
An emergency exemption from Contracts For Difference to be requested. It would aim to secure a long-term 
programme for tidal power in Scotland, requiring a feed-in tariff and aligned behind an aim of delivering 1GW and 
requiring £130 million of publicly funded investment over the nine years. 
 
Should this be refused, the aim is for a proportion of Contracts for Difference to be ring-fenced for tidal power and 
given at a strike price that makes projects viable in Scotland. 
 
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) and Bioenergy Carbon Capture and Storage (BECCS) 
CCS public investments and any reliance on bioenergy carbon capture and storage (BECCS) opposed. 
 
No support for hydrogen sourced from fossil fuels. 
 
Oil and gas 
Support a progressive phase out of North Sea oil and gas production based on Just Transition principles in order to 
protect the livelihoods and economic well-being of workers and communities and to avoid a deferred economic 
collapse. 
 
Updated planning guidance to stop new permits for oil and gas infrastructure, except for decommissioning. 
 
Call on the UK Government to stop issuing new oil and gas licenses for exploration and development along with 
other actions, including the ending of tax breaks and subsidies. 
 
Other pledges include a Green Jobs Fund and an academy to train up people for green employment, along with extra 
support for innovation and R&D in green technologies 
 
UK Committee on Climate Change 
The CCC’s role in reporting on and make recommendations to Scottish Ministers on its progress towards climate 
objectives will be replaced by a Scottish Parliament Climate, Energy and Just Transition Committee. 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
A new Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero to be appointed. The minister is to take over the climate change remit of the 
current Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECLR).  
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Mossmorran and Grangemouth 
Exxon Mobil’s refinery at Mossmorran, Fife, and the INEOS petro-chemical plant at Grangemouth, Stirlingshire, to 
establish worker-led Just Transition boards, which will include communities, government and plant operators.  
 
A research hub for zero carbon biochemicals to open at Grangemouth. 
 
Air pollution  
Introduce increased monitoring of air pollution that can be communicated as health alerts to people with lung 
conditions.  
 
Launch an air quality public health awareness campaign. 
 
Low Emission Zones to be introduced with immediate effect in all areas that breach air quality limits and for heavy 
vehicles in city centres, progressively including all motor vehicles and expanding these regulations in area and scope. 
 
Transport policy 
Deliver a major shift in priorities relating to safer communities, prioritising public transport, cycling, walking, 
wheeling and supporting the rapid replacement of fossil fuel vehicles with thousands of jobs to be created. 
 
Free public transport to accelerate a shift away from car ownership. The Scottish Greens take credit for the SNP 
Government’s policy of free bus travel for everyone under 22 to be introduced from this summer. 
 
The governance and accountability of Transport Scotland to be reviewed. 
 
Transport infrastructure investment programmes to be aligned with the climate emergency and government goals. 
 
Smart ticketing across Scotland for all public transport will allow tickets and cycle hire to be booked via a smart 
phone app. 
 
Buses  
Free bus travel to people aged 26 or under and longer-term the plan is to implement a similar policy for the railways. 
 
Local authorities to be encouraged to establish locally owned bus companies. 
 
Bus industry to participate in a government strategy to achieve zero emission buses. 
 
Rail 
The Greens have previously launched a ‘Rail For all’ document outlining a £22 billion investment plans for a zero 
carbon railway network. 
 
It includes a new underground station at Leith which will allow passengers to travel by train through a tunnel 
underneath the Firth of Forth, decarbonising travel between Edinburgh and east Fife. 
 
A new Scottish Railcard will be modelled on Network Rail’s London and the South East Railcard. It saves leisure rail 
users a third off fares for an annual cost of £30. 
 
ScotRail and Network Rail to be merged to facilitate efficiency and faster decision making. 
 
The Scottish Green Party’s frequent flyer levy will be used to subsidise long-distance rail fares between Scotland and 
England. 
 
Ferries 
Develop a funded long-term green fleet replacement strategy to ensure all services throughout Scotland benefit 
from reliable, efficient and zero carbon ferries. 
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Roads 
Halt funding for road building projects that allow capacity for more vehicles to go on the roads. 
 
A 20 mph default speed limit in built up areas. 
 
Electric vehicles 
Ban on the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2026 – four years before the current 2030 deadline in Scotland 
and the rest of the UK. 
 
Transport Scotland’s Switched On Towns and Cities Challenge Fund, which facilitates a step change in the uptake of 
plug-in EV’s, to be rolled out to at least 50 towns and cities over the next four years. 
 
Active travel 
Active travel programmes to account for 20 per cent of the Scottish Government’s capital budget, with plans for 
cycling and walking projects across Scotland. 
 
‘15-minute neighbourhoods’ to be integrated into planning frameworks with the aim that everyone in Scotland can 
reach local shops within a 15-minute walk. 
 
Towns and city centres to be transformed by reclamation of road space and creation of places for walkers, cyclists 
and children, elderly people and people with disabilities. 
 
Reinvigorate the national cycling and wheeling network. Active travel highways to run through rural areas to link 
towns and cities, with a rich network in towns and cities. 
 
The process for designing and developing active travel infrastructure to be streamlined with better quality coming 
from higher design standards. 
 
Every child living within 2.5 miles of their school will be given access to a Safe School programme, meaning they can 
walk to school. Children living further afield must have access to the school bus. 
 
Workplace Parking Levy (WPL) 
The Greens will continue to support plans to hand local authorities powers to introduce the Workplace Parking Levy. 
 
Housing, fuel poverty and inefficient homes 
A minimum Energy Performance Standard ‘C’ or above to be introduced for all homes by 2030, reducing energy costs 
for consumers by hundreds of pounds each year. Heating for homes will be zero carbon by 2040. 
 
A guarantee that households in fuel poverty are not be left behind by the transition. 
 
The launch of an ‘Energy Leap’ initiative to roll-out deep retrofits of housing for heating on a large scale. Inefficient 
housing stock to be dealt with on a ‘whole street’ at a time approach to minimise disruption for communities. 
 
Support and advice services for homeowners and landlords in rural areas that are ‘off grid’ for gas supplies via a new 
Green Rural Homes Service. 
 
Heating systems in houses 
An ambitious programme to install 500,000 heat pumps by 2030, backed by grants to replace older gas boilers. Gas 
boilers to be banned from ‘off grid’ homes and by 2028 for everyone else. 
 
A £500 million programme of heat networks fund to support the expansion of local and district heating systems for 
20,000 home, creating 3,000 jobs. 
 
Public subsidies for Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) and oil boilers will be ended. 
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Tree planting 
At least 15,000 hectares of trees planted and increase peatland restoration to 20,000 hectares each year – but this 
and other carbon offsetting policies are no substitute for cutting emissions. 
 
The training and employment of a new workforce committed to restoring the natural environment, Scottish 
Conservation Corps that could employ ‘up to 10,000 people.’ 
 
The Greens argue that tackling the climate and nature emergencies must be viewed in the context of widening 
inequalities. 
 
Natural environment 
At least £895 million to be spent on restoring nature whilst investing in rural communities, creating over 6,000 green 
jobs. 
 
Expand protected areas so that one-third of our land and seas are properly protected by 2025 (currently the figure is 
18 per cent). 
 
Create a Nature Network for Scotland, connecting habitats across the country that are proofed against climate 
change. 
 
Provide elevated levels of protection for certain protected sites, to ensure nature protection and restoration are the 
top priority. The aim is for this to cover 10 per cent of land and sea. 
 
Establish regional land use partnerships throughout Scotland. 
 
Require 30 per cent of publicly owned land to be used for rewilding, including land owned by Forestry and Land 
Scotland, Crown Estate Scotland, and Scottish Water, and encourage community-led rewilding projects. 
 
At least two new national parks and a new regional park will be created. 
 
Oppose developments which exploit and degrade our national parks for profit. e.g; The Scottish Greens support a 
community buyout of the land earmarked for an amusement park in the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. 
 
Circular Economy 
A Circular Economy Bill to be introduced as part of efforts to shift away from a ‘take-make-waste’ economic model 
that it is hoped will reduce Scotland’s carbon footprint by 11 million tonnes of CO2 by 2050. 
 
EU guidance to be used to shift public procurement to support the transition to a circular economy. 
 
A local waste disposal tax will replace the Landfill Tax, reducing the opportunities for incineration and export waste. 
 
Oppose plans for incinerators. 
 
Recycling plastics 
Single-use and non-essential plastics to be banned by 2025. However, people with disabilities to continue to have 
access to plastic straws until suitable alternatives are available. 
 
All packaging and products sold in Scotland to be readily reused, repaired, or recycled. 
 
Environmental regulation 
Create an environmental court. 
 
Review the role of the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), NatureScot, Marine Scotland and the new 
Environmental Standards Scotland (ESS) body to ensure alignment and that they are empowered to deal with the 
climate and nature emergencies. 
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Appoint an independent Future Generations Commissioner. 
 
The Just Transition Commission will be a statutory body with a remit to protect the rights of future generations and 
oversee net zero transition.  
 
The Greens support the Human Rights (Scotland) Act to enshrine fundamental rights, including the right to a healthy 
and safe environment. 
 
Regulation 
Scotland to keep pace with the EU on environmental regulation and implement in full a circular economy plan. 
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SCOTTISH LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
‘Put recovery first’ 

 
THE main focus of the Scottish Liberal Democrats manifesto is recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
If elected, the party aims to improve the environment with policies to tackle climate change along with emissions 
from transport, nature, zero carbon homes. 
 
It will declare a nature emergency into addition to a climate emergency. 
 
They will argue that Scotland receives a fair share of UK Government funding for sectors such as renewables and 
hydrogen projects. 
 
Climate change 
Scottish Parliament must put tackling the climate and nature emergencies at the centre of the urgent work needed 
in the next five years without delay or distractions. 
 
Net zero carbon and nature recovery objectives to be built into government decision-making, with rapid progress 
towards the objectives rewarded and behavioural change targeted. 
 
Actions will be accelerated to tackle climate change to meet the tougher target of a 75 per cent reduction by 2030. 
 
Housing 
Introduce an Energy Efficiency and Zero Carbon Bill to move one million homes away from gas to heat pumps by 
2030 and Invest in low carbon heat networks that could potentially heat entire towns. 
 
A five-year investment programme to improve 80,000 homes per year over that period. 
 
A redoubling of efforts to tackle fuel poverty. 
 
Every household to receive home insultation within nine years. 
 
All new social housing, including affordable homes, to be built to an energy rating benchmark that requires every 
home to reduce energy usage by 75 per cent, within four years. New builds must achieve this standard by 2030. 
 
Landlords will have to meet higher energy standards within five years with the Liberal Democrats calling for delayed 
energy efficiency regulations to be implemented. 
 
Declutter the energy advice sector, making it simpler for people find the right grants or advice about energy 
efficiency. 
 
Ensure people in Scotland get the benefit from lower cost heat pumps to replace fossil fuel boilers as part of the UK 
Government initiative to scale up demand. 
 
Invest in new skills for a Just Transition from fossil fuel industry as demand drops.  
 
Work with the UK Government to build resilience in the National Grid for the upsurge in electricity required for 
electric vehicles and power for heat. 
 
Transport 
Every part of Scotland to have excellent local transport systems and good links to the rest of the country.  
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Transport, along with heat, is the sector where least progress has been made on cutting carbon emissions and every 
form of transport will be moved away from fossil fuels. 
 
A good share for Scotland of the UK Government investment from its plans to decarbonise transport. 
 
Rail and other public transport 
Create single through-tickets and swipe cards that work for buses, trains and ferries across Scotland. 
 
A time-limited pass for journeys by trains, buses, bike hire schemes and car clubs. 
 
They will develop existing smart zones and making use of the support given to operators to install contactless 
systems during the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Liberal Democrats argue that ‘you can’t integrate transport from a desk in Edinburgh.’ Every area of 
Scotland will have control and oversight of transport to delivers opportunity, equity, and to tackle the climate 
emergency.  
 
Reopen railway lines closed under the 1960s Beeching cuts and move away from fossil fuels on the network. 
 
Parliament to be updated annually on progress towards re-opening new stations on existing railway lines.  
 
Look at an extension of the Borders Railway route to Hawick and Carlisle. 
 
Support the Infrastructure Commission’s recommendation that journey times on the Highland mainline railway and 
Edinburgh to Aberdeen line be accelerated. 
 
Continue steps to get more freight onto railways to reduce congestion and pollution. 
 
Electric vehicles 
Develop a network of well-maintained rapid chargers to build confidence in electric vehicles. 
 
Establish local car clubs to help motorists overcome the barrier of the high initial cost of purchasing an electric 
vehicle. 
 
Streetlights to be used for plug-in electric vehicle chargers. New property developments to come with charging 
points as standard. 
 
A massive programme of capital works in tourist areas to provide better car parking, electric charging points and 
signage for electric vehicle drivers. 
 
The public sector to lead by example. A legal presumption by the end of the next parliament that every new vehicle 
used by the public sector is low carbon. 
 
Active travel 
The Scottish Government budget share on active travel to be doubled from the current level. 
 
A delayed £50 million programme for Active Freeway routes from town centres to outlying neighbourhoods must be 
brought forward. 
 
Town planning processes to be reformed to ensure roads have separate spaces for cyclists, walkers and motorists, to 
keep them all safe. 
 
A new fund to help install showers and changing rooms in workplaces or community facilities for cyclists. 
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Further support for e-bikes for commuters and increased government support for households to switch to electric 
transport modes. 
 
Every school child has done their cycling proficiency test by the end of primary school, and every adult who cannot 
cycle, offered the same opportunities. 
 
Buses and ferries 
Free bus travel for young people will be extended to include ferry links. 
 
Deregulation of the buses will end with local communities being given control over the routes and timetables for bus 
services to build a better service that puts passengers first. 
 
The party to look into demand-responsive transport, using technology to bridge the gap between taxis and buses will 
be driven by regional transport partnerships. 
 
Ensure Scotland receives a good share from the UK Government’s plans for alternative fuel for ferries, including 28 
marine vessels to be trialled in the Orkney Islands, and support for hydrogen ports. 
 
Look at the potential of a year-round Campbeltown to Ardrossan ferry link and find a solution to the problems of 
rock falls on the A83 at the Rest and Be Thankful in Argyll and Bute. 
 
Air quality 
Ensure ambition across government to make town centres vehicle-emissions free by 2030 and provide support 
active, public and zero emission travel to improve air quality. 
 
Road building 
Accept the recommendations of the Infrastructure Commission that said many roads are in a poor condition and 
they are vital for rural communities. The Liberal Democrats will support investment programmes to upgrade the A9, 
A96 and for the A82 and A83. 
 
Aviation 
The Liberal Democrats will seek to limit air transport outside of lifeline routes or those with no reasonable 
alternatives.  
 
Air Passenger Duty (APD) will be replaced with a ‘frequent flyer’ levy with flight connections in the Highlands and to 
the Islands continuing to be exempt from the duty. 
 
Private jet passengers will pay APD rates that reflect the per passenger impact of these flights on the environment.  
 
The Liberal Democrats want Scotland to reap the benefits of UK Government plans to research and invest in the 
production of sustainable aviation fuels and develop zero-emission aircraft. 
 
Placemaking 
Make it easier for planning officers to re-purpose town centres and transport systems to reflect changes to life after 
the pandemic.  
 
Green space 
Create new national parks, and new woodlands close to people’s homes. 
 
Environmental regulation 
Ensure a fully independent environment standards organisation. 
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Nature emergency 
 
Call a nature emergency to tackle loss of species, increase biodiversity and restore peatlands to create scientific, 
technical, engineering opportunities in remote areas. 
 
The emergency is to set legally binding nature recovery targets, 
 
Expand woodland using at least 50 per cent native species, increasing Scotland’s forest cover by an additional 36 
million trees every year. 
 
One-third of publicly owned land to be targeted for rewilding, including land owned by Forestry and Land Scotland, 
Crown Estate Scotland, and Scottish Water. 
 
National parks take effective action to tackle the climate emergency and support efforts to improve biodiversity. 
 
National Planning Framework 4 
The new framework is to include: 
 
 Every community to have the right to access green, open spaces, wildlife corridors and woodland. 
 
 The green belt and other ‘gaps’ in the system are protected to provide long term benefit to communities, slow 
climate change and to protect nature. 
 
 A ‘Brownfield First’ approach in which applicants to demonstrate that no suitable brownfield land sit is available 
for any proposal for greenfield sites. 
 
 The climate emergency and net zero target to be material considerations with significant weight attached during 
planning decisions. 
 
District heating, living roofs and green space 
District heating systems to be the natural choice for new developments. 
 
Living roofs to boost biodiversity and create a new network of habitats for pollinators, provide new green living 
spaces, reduce flooding and save energy. 
 
Preserve parks and playing fields as important community green space. 
 
Work with the biggest polluters on the transition plans to net zero communities. 
 
Waste and fly-tipping 
Obtain commitments from industries and the public sector, including the NHS, to adopt circular economy 
approaches to reducing waste. 
 
Ensure businesses receive a good share of the benefit from the UK Government’s right to repair policy for household 
goods. 
 
A restitution order to be introduced to help farmers cover the costs of clearing up fly-tipping and support efforts to 
catch fly-tippers. 
 
Renewables 
A statement of intent that 100 per cent of energy generated in Scotland to come from renewables by 2030. 
 
Scotland’s electricity to be 100 per cent renewable for 100 per cent of the time, supporting diverse generation 
sources and storage solutions. 
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Just Transition 
A Just Transition body will be set up with oil and gas industry workers and their communities, trade unions and those 
with an interest in protecting the environmental. 
 
Strengthening of the Climate Change Act to ensure public bodies to deliver emissions reductions are in line with the 
principles of Just Transition. 
 
Hydrogen 
Scotland to receive a good share of UK Government investment in hydrogen strategy, especially for research and 
development into blending green hydrogen with natural gas and new networks for towns. 
 
Underground geothermal heating 
Support for research into underground geothermal energy for heating. 
 
Regulation 
Support the independence of Environmental Standards Scotland (ESS). 
 
A consultation to be launched on the need for an environmental court. 
 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)  
They support calls to develop and promote an indicative NDC for Scotland as part of efforts to tackle climate change. 
 
Fireworks 
Take forward the recommendations from a review group for tighter controls following complaints about anti-social 
behaviour and noise disturbance caused by fireworks. 
 
To consult on ‘no firework’ zones, further mandatory conditions of sale, and giving more powers to local authorities 
to control unauthorised displays 
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