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PRESS RELEASE – JUNE 19 2018 
 
COURT OF SESSION JUDGEMENT ON HYDRALIC FRACTURING (‘FRACKING’) 
 
 
 
Environmental Protection Scotland (EPS) welcomes Lord Pentland’s decision to reject a legal challenge 
brought by INEOS and Reach CSG against the Scottish Government’s ‘effective ban’ on hydraulic fracturing 
(‘fracking’). 
 
John Bynorth, EPS Policy and Communications Officer, said: “This judgement has brought clarity to the 
status of the indefinite moratorium on hydraulic fracturing, popularly known as fracking. 
 
“Despite some ministerial statements which did not accurately reflect the situation, we now know that the 
Scottish Government’s position on this controversial method of extracting gas from underground is still 
being finalised. 
 
“EPS supports the continuing needs for a strategic environmental assessment to be completed before the 
policy is finalised and adopted by the Scottish Government and look forward to seeing the policy once it is 
completed. 
 
“Our charity has previously welcomed the Energy Secretary’s statements on the moratorium continuing 
indefinitely as it gave reassurances that our environment will be protected. The exploration of onshore oil 
and gas would create potential noise nuisance, land contamination, water pollution and air quality issues 
for local communities. 
 
“EPS has always supported the drive for renewable energy targets and reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions and in addition to today’s judgement we would encourage the Scottish Government to work 
towards achieving a cleaner, quieter, healthier and more sustainable environment.” 
 
Lord Pentland’s judgement can be read in full here https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/docs/default-
source/cos-general-docs/pdf-docs-for-opinions/2018csoh66.pdf?sfvrsn=0 
 
The Scottish Government’s consultation on hydraulic fracturing can be read here 
https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/fracking-unconventional-oil-and-gas/ 
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-Notes for editors- 
 

1.  Environmental Protection Scotland is the continuation of an eminent line of charities with roots 

stretching back to the 19th Century. We bring together individuals and organisations across the 

public, private and voluntary sectors to discuss the promote ideas, knowledge and solutions to 

achieve our aim of a cleaner, quieter, healthier and sustainable Scotland. Our objectives include the 

support and development of the work of Scotland’s environmental regulators and scientists based 

on sound science, objectivity and best practice.  

 
 
 
 
 


