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Word from the Board of Trustees

Welcome to the September issue of your newsletter and although it’s been holiday time the work of
Environmental Protection Scotland has continued apace with the launch of Breathe Scotland, preparing
our public information leaflets, holding a workshop on the Scottish Government’s call for evidence on the
Antisocial Behaviour Noise regime and responding to consultations. Each of these will be looked at more
fully inside.

You may wonder what we as a Board of Trustees do – as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation,
the Board of Trustees ensure that EPS complies with all the requirements set by the Office of Scottish
Charity Regulator (OSCR), as well as any requirements set by the Information Commissioner’s Office for
data protection. As part of OSCR requirements we have a Constitution which sets out the protocols by
which we are governed.

The Board are elected from our Membership and meet regularly to discuss the priorities of Environmental
Protection Scotland and the strategic direction of the organisation and we’ve also set a number of
priorities for 2014 / 2015 which can be viewed on our website: www.ep-scotland.org.uk/about-us. In this
edition of the newsletter we introduce you to our Vice Chair and Treasurer.

Dr Gordon MacKay (Vice-Chair)
Dr MacKay is a microbiologist who specialises in healthcare associated infection, disease epidemiology
and infection control. Gordon was Senior Research Officer for the University of Paisley during 2004 – 2005
and then joined an international not-for-profit organisation called Quality Control for Molecular
Diagnostics. A Scottish success story, QCMD works worldwide with clinical laboratories to help improve
diagnosis of infectious diseases.

Gordon currently holds the positions of Senior Lecturer in the Institute of Healthcare Associated Infection
(University of the West of Scotland) and Honorary Clinical Scientist (NHS Ayrshire & Arran). He is also a
member of the Branch Council of the Society of Biology in Scotland. The Society has a focus on science
education and liaises with other societies and government on issues surrounding biology education,
science policy and issues specific to Scotland.

John Clapperton

John (Ian) has been a Trustee and Treasurer of EPS since February 2013. With a career in the financial
services which began in 1975, Ian has worked for the Clydesdale Bank and the Scottish Mutual Assurance
Society. During his time at the Clydesdale Bank he worked in their Stock Exchange Services covering
trading, settlement, income and expenses along with foreign exchange transactions. As Operations
Manager at the Scottish Mutual Assurance Society he was responsible for the pricing and valuation of £44
billion of assets over a broad range of global securities together with legislative returns, documentation
and training. Ian was a Member of the Chartered Institute of Securities and Investments from 1997 until
2009. Since then Ian has worked for the Office for National Statistics as an International Passenger Survey
Interviewer based in Glasgow but also working in Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and Prestwick.

Ian has served as Church Treasurer and serves as an Area Representative for the Mission Aviation
Fellowship. Aviation has been Ian’s hobby since he was a teenager and is now in the fortunate position of
working there whilst continuing to keep abreast of the world of finance.

Over the next few Newsletters we’ll introduce you to the other Trustees.
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Call for evidence – antisocial behaviour noise

The Scottish Government recently issued a call for
evidence ahead of a possible policy review of the
Antisocial Behaviour Noise Regime. During this year’s
Noise Action Week EPS, in conjunction with the
Government, organised a workshop on the call for
evidence.

Held at Victoria Quay, the event was attended by 54 delegates representing 20 Local Authorities, 10
Housing Associations and the Institute of Acoustics. Delegates were split into six workshop groups, with
an equal split between local authority and housing association at each group, and asked the questions
in the Call for Evidence.

Delegates were asked a warm-up question: “Overall, how effective has the regime been?” Although not 
specifically asked to rate the regime, it appeared that the majority of delegates feel that it has been 
fairly effective but that there is room for improvement, particularly with the associated guidance:
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As antisocial functions have diverged and matured there is a greater understanding of what works and
what doesn’t; one of the main points from the day were that the regime was effective when it was first
introduced however lack of funding / resources and a lack of consistency between local authorities
have made it less effective.

Delegates also felt that it should be compulsory for local authorities to have an out of hours’ team. It
would appear that lifestyles have changed, e.g. shift patterns and a mixture of young families and old
people and whilst the pubic are grateful that actions can be taken when they suffer disturbance, more
could be done, e.g. poor insulation and conflicting lifestyles could be deemed antisocial. There appears
to be a lower tolerance of noise nowadays than in the past.

Importantly, complaints can be dealt with quickly and effectively; warning notices are often enough
and there is no need to issue a fixed penalty notice. However there are problems of having to re-issue
warning notices at 11pm.

All comments from the day were collated and
summarised in a report that was submitted to the
Scottish Government for their consideration. You can
read the document on our website:
www.ep-scotland.org.uk/publications.

Environmental Protection Scotland would like to thank
Linda Story, Samantha Barker and the Scottish
Government for allowing us to contribute to the
discussions and we look forward to the outcomes of the
call for evidence in due course.

Excellent Good Okay / quite Poor / ineffective No specific response

6% 9% 51% 11% 23%

https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=4733649&trk=anet_ug_hm
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=4733649&trk=anet_ug_hm
http://www.ep-scotland.org.uk/
http://www.ep-scotland.org.uk/
http://www.ep-scotland.org.uk/publications
http://www.noiseactionweek.org/
http://www.noiseactionweek.org/
http://www.twitter.com/EPScotland
http://www.twitter.com/EPScotland


Working for a cleaner, quieter, healthier, sustainable Scotland

www.breathescotland.org.uk

Although Scotland enjoys good and generally improving air
quality, there are localised areas of concern in our towns and
cities. Breathe Scotland is the cleaner air initiative organised
by EPS which aims to raise awareness of air pollution, its
impact on public health and to encourage behaviour that
helps cut air pollution and our exposure to it.

Breathe Scotland was launched at the end of June and we are very keen for it to be a positive initiative
which recognises that not only are people impacted by exposure to air pollution but also that through
their activities they contribute to the problem. We hope that through raising awareness of air pollution,
the Government, SEPA, local authorities, organisations and individuals can be encouraged to make
things better.

Dr Iain McLellan, EPS Policy and Development Officer said “Scotland has set a stricter objective for
particulate pollution than the rest of the UK which should help protect our health. That presents huge
challenges for the decision makers however there are excellent examples of work being carried out by
local authorities and transport operators which Scotland can be proud of. We hope that through
Breathe Scotland we can all come together to cut our emissions and make the air we breathe cleaner
and healthier.”

Here at EPS we are delighted that SEPA, Keep Scotland Beautiful, EFCA and Client Earth are supporting
us. We hope that this list will continue to grow as more organisation support the aims of:

1. Raising awareness of the causes and health impacts of poor air quality; and

2. Encouraging ways that individuals and organisations can contribute to reducing concentrations of air
pollutants

Derek Robertson, Chief Executive of Keep Scotland Beautiful, said “Keep Scotland Beautiful is working in
partnership with communities across Scotland to improve their local environment and quality of life –
we know that air pollution is a significant factor which impacts on local environmental quality. That is
why I am pleased that we are able to support Breathe Scotland and the work of Environmental
Protection Scotland.

“We believe that Breathe Scotland compliments the work that we are undertaking on sustainability and
climate change, and local environmental quality, and will look to identify potential opportunities to make
links between the work of Keep Scotland Beautiful and this important initiative.”

If your organisation would like to support this initiative then please contact Iain for further information.
In the meantime, please visit www.breathescotland.org.uk and follow us on Twitter or Facebook and
together we can make Scotland’s air cleaner.
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Our consultation responses

Part of the remit of our Expert Advisory Groups is to provide a balanced and unbiased response to
consultations that have a land quality, air quality or noise aspect. Since August 2013 we have
responded to 11 consultation documents which can be read on our website:
www.ep-scotland.org.uk/publications

Glasgow City Centre Transport Strategy 2014 – 2024, May 2014

The European Commission’s Transport White Paper calls for a “mixed strategy involving land-use
planning, pricing schemes, efficient public transport services and infrastructure for non-motorised
modes and charging/refuelling of clean vehicles is needed to reduce congestion and emissions”. In
our response to the draft strategy we felt that the 5 objectives listed within the draft strategy only
go part of the way to meeting this. We also noted that there was no mention of noise or land use,
two areas which affect and are affected by transport infrastructure.

There were proposals to commend in this draft strategy, for example developing pedestrian friendly
Avenues, the creation of a city wide cycle network and the introduction of a 20mph speed limit.
These measures will go some way to making Glasgow City Centre a more attractive place where
citizens, commuters and shoppers can leave their car behind and walk or use public transport.
However these proposals cannot act alone or in unison.

We felt that the draft Strategy failed to deliver on how it will:

1. Help meet emissions reduction targets and current air quality objectives and limit values.

2. Reduce the harmful effects of noise on residents

3. Minimise the land take associated with pop-up car parks on land that could be used to create
green spaces in the city centre.

4. Encourage people to use Park and Ride facilities.

5. Discourage people traveling in cars from entering the city centre.

We also noted that there was no discussion within the draft Strategy of emissions from taxis and
private hire vehicles (PHVs). These are not sustainable forms of transport and as the majority are
diesel engines contribute to the poor air quality in the city centre. EPS called on Glasgow City Council
to ban taxis and PHVs from using bus lanes unless they are low emission vehicles.

In their response to our submission, Glasgow City Council said “Improving air quality is a long term
aim of Glasgow City Council and it is one of the main objectives of the transport strategy to
contribute to this. The strategy is currently being consulted on and is subject to change and
development during this process. Glasgow City Council is committed to deliver, and if possible
exceed, all statutory obligations with regard to air quality.”

We look forward to the outcomes the consultation process in due course and we urge further
consultation on any proposed measures.
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Our consultation responses

Current condition and challenges for the future:
Scotland and Solway-Tweed river basin districts, June 2014

With the second river basin management plan due to be published in 2015, SEPA consulted on the
Scottish river basin district and the Solway-Tweed river basin district alongside the Environment
Agency. The document described the condition of the water environment and what progress has been
made since 2009 towards meeting the improvement objectives set for next year.

The documents state that in the Scottish district 67% of surface and ground water bodies are in ‘good’
or better condition, 14% ‘moderate’, 13% ‘poor’ and 6% in ‘bad’ condition. In the Solway-Tweed
district, 44% of surface waters are in ‘good’ or better condition, 40% ‘moderate’, 12% ‘poor’ and 4%
‘bad’, with 75% of ground water bodies in ‘good’ condition (2012 figures).

Diffuse pollution appears to be the greatest threat to water quality and in our response we noted that
it is encouraging that SEPA and the Environment Agency have recognised the difficulties in determining
the sources of diffuse pollution. We also acknowledged the scale of work ahead of both agencies in
working towards the 2015 targets. Although a number of challenges were highlighted in the
consultation document, it is likely that other challenges will become apparent through continued site
visits and ongoing discussion with land managers.

EPS supports continued cross-partnership working and education training for land managers and users
with the view that prevention is better, and cheaper, than the cure. We agreed that funding priorities
should include the development of woodland / wetland buffers upstream to intercept pollutants,
however we expect any re-prioritisation of funding to be done with full public consultation so as to
ensure transparency and that funding is not transferred to the determinant of other projects.

With regards to contaminated land, we felt that giving greater weight to land potentially affected by
contamination may then take the focus away from identifying diffuse pollution sources and tackling
those problems. As ‘contaminated land’ has a legal definition under Part IIA of the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 there are requirements already in place to deal with determined contaminated
land sites. There is however no ring-fenced money available to local authorities to remediate
contaminated land and they often rely on the planning system to deal with land that is potentially
contaminated.

It is Environmental Protection Scotland’s opinion that SEPA should continue to work closely with local
authorities and with planning authorities to ensure that the continued hard work to improve the
quality of Scotland’s land expands to improve water quality.

Finally, with both consultation documents highlighting key chemicals of concern, we urge both SEPA
and the Environment Agency to work together and in partnership with other European regulators to
push for restrictions on their manufacture, use and imports at an EU level.

You can read our responses on our website:
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Leaflets

Over the course of the summer we have been preparing
public information leaflets on our 3 main policy areas – land
quality, air quality and noise.

We expect these to be available from the autumn and as
members you will receive a discount on the printing costs.
Please keep an eye on our website and twitter feed for
further news on costs and publication date.

Are there any topics you think our leaflets should cover?
Please e-mail admin@ep-scotland.org.uk with your
suggestions.

Essential Environment

The 36th edition of Essential Environment has recently
been published. This is the essential guide to Scottish,
UK and European environmental protection legislation.

Hardcopies are available at £125 however individual
members of Environmental Protection Scotland get a
copy for only £65, with local authority, corporate and
HE & FE members also getting a substantial
discount. Members also get a discount to the online
version of Essential Environment which is updated
regularly. Visit our Join-Us page for more benefits of
becoming an EPS member.

Essential Environment Online has been designed to
help businesses, local authorities and education
establishments keep track of developments in UK and
EU environmental policy and regulation. Providing
clear, simple information and guidance at your
fingertips, it is the only reference resource on
environmental legislation you will ever need.

Nigel Kerr commented “As Chair of Environmental Protection Scotland I am pleased to write a
foreword to the 2014 edition of Essential Environment. From its inception in 1978, this well researched
reference book has become the one-stop shop for all environmental professionals. With weekly e-mail
newsletters and continual updates, the online version ensures that we are all up to date with Scottish,
UK and EU legislation.”
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Risk Communication

Date: 9th Oct. Venue: Teacher Building, St Enoch Sq., GLASGOW Time: 9.50am

How to communication environmental news positively and successfully
This one day conference will look at case studies on how we as environmental practitioners can best
communicate often complex environmental data and potentially upsetting information to members of
the public and the media.

This event will not only be suitable for environmental practitioners but will also be great for those in
your media relations department.

Low emission strategy for Scotland

Date: December Venue: To be confirmed Time: TBC

The Scottish Government are developing a low emission strategy for Scotland, with a draft being
published in November. This one day conference and workshop will allow air quality practitioners a
chance to delve into strategy and discuss how we can take this forward.

Annual General Meeting

Date: December Venue: To be confirmed Time: TBC

You will receive formal notification of the date of our AGM by e-mail.

Introduction to the contaminated land regime

Date: January Venue: To be confirmed Time: TBC

This one day conference will cover all aspects of the contaminated land regime in Scotland. As we take
a look at the legal aspects of Part IIA, the water environment, conceptual site models, SGVs & C4SLs,
planning, ground gas and planning, attendance is a must for those new to contaminated land or for
those who need a refresher.

Noise and statutory nuisance

We are looking at re-running this successful workshop in Spring 2015. Covering all aspects of noise
nuisance, this practical one day workshop provides an introduction for all those who are new, or
returning, to nuisance in their jobs.

Please e-mail Clare to note your interest in attending this (clare.Carruthers@ep-scotland.org.uk)

Full details of our forthcoming events will be on our website and Twitter in the coming months.

Dates for your diary

To download the flyer and register for our events please visit: www.ep-scotland.org.uk/events
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Noise wins

One of our main priorities here at EPS is ensuring that we share good practice with all
environmental practitioners and over the coming months we want to start highlighting the
excellent work and positive actions being taken to minimise noise. We would like all local
authorities, contractors and organisations to submit and share good practice through us – we’ll
highlight this in on our website, twitter account and newsletter.

We will be in touch shortly regarding this but in the meantime please start e-mailing us with your
examples of good practice (admin@ep-scotland.org.uk).

Contact us…

Environmental Protection Scotland
3rd Floor, 231 George Street,

GLASGOW, 
G1 1RX

Tel: 0141 287 6530
Fax: 0141 287 8101

Email: admin@ep-scotland.org.uk
Twitter: @EPScotland
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News from elsewhere

SEPA Chief Executive standing down

SEPA have announced that Prof James Curran is to stand down at the beginning of next year after 3
years in the position. www.sepa.org/about_us/news/2014/sepa_ceo_to_stand_down.aspx

Keep Scotland Beautiful

After weeks of voting, Keep Scotland Beautiful have been successful in being selected as Tesco’s
charity partner in Scotland. Tesco anticipate giving KSB £1m which will be spent on environmental
initiatives and engagement projects across Scotland. Derek Robertson, Chief Executive, would like
to thank all those associated with EPS who voted for them.
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/bagsofopportunity

Air quality Land quality

Noise Emerging issues

www.flickr.com/akeg
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