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CHIMNEY sweeps are giving tips and other advice to Scottish households on how they should burn 
domestic wood and other solid fuels to lessen the impact of air pollution. 
 
The Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps has launched the national ‘BurnRight’ campaign amid 
continuing concern over the release of Particulate Matter, in particular PM 2.5, into the atmosphere 
by people incorrectly using the stoves to warm their homes. 
 
Members of the national trade body believe their regular face to face contact with customers as 
they visit properties to clear chimneys gives them a unique responsibility to assist the Scottish and 
UK governments on air quality issues associated with wood burning stoves and the burning of other 
solid fuel materials. 
 
The Guild believes their members using word of mouth, backed up by a new online resource – and a 
new updated video providing tips on safe domestic burning on its website, will help make people 
aware of how to warm their homes correctly using the appliances and cut air pollution. 
 
They say the frequent problem of wet wood burning, where the material is burned at a lower 
temperature resulting in the release of higher emissions, including dioxins, can be easily overcome 
by stove owners. 
 
However, they have serious concerns over the number of people who go to bed at night while 
deliberately leaving their wood burning or solid fuel appliances on a very low flame - a process 
known in the industry as ‘slumbering.’ -  
 
This means people do not have relight their stoves when they get up in the morning, but many 
overlook the serious potential health implications this causes, warns the Guild, which is making 
‘slumbering’ a key plank of its public awareness campaign. 
 
Instead of burning the wood to produce mainly carbon dioxide, water and heat to warm the home, 
the continued low temperature burning turns the wood into heavy, tar-like chemicals which stick to 
the inside of chimneys. 
 
The campaign will be of especial interest to environmental health officers who often find it difficult 
to inform residents directly of the impact of their wood burning activities in smoke control areas, 
due to the difficulties in catching people incorrectly using their domestic wood stoves and other 
appliances for burning. 
 
The campaign follows DEFRA’s recent call for evidence on the impact of wood burning stoves, the 
results of which are expected to feed into cleaner air strategies.  
 
Domestic burning of the likes of house coal, smokeless fuels and wood is the single largest source of 
harmful Particulate Matter emissions in the UK. In 2015, it accounted for 40 per cent of the total, in 
contrast to industrial combustion at 17% and road transport at 13%. 



 
PM’s can enter the bloodsteam, attach themselves to internal organs and risk causing people long-
term health issues and exacerbate breathing problems or asthma attacks. 
 
Encouraged by discussions he had with DEFRA last year, Lawson Wight, the guild’s chair has now 
produced information for consumers on low temperature burning in concerted effort to change 
habits. 
 
It is to be backed up by a video giving tips on how to use wood burning stoves properly. 
 
The BurnRight website and campaign has now gone live. 
 
Lawson said: “I have worked to produce a set of consumer information regarding the common 
problem of low temperature burn. 
 
“The wet wood issue is relatively easily overcome by good advice, demonstrations and 
recommendations by professional sweeps.  
 
“We have learned over some years that the problems associated with low temperature burning and 
“slumbering” is largely unknown to consumers and the issue is being overlooked. If it is not properly 
addressed, the problem of pollution and particulate emissions from poor burning habits will 
remain.” 
 
Lawson praised the work of the chimney sweeps – the Guild has members across Scotland - saying 
they are the “only group with the motivation and opportunity to make a real difference to the 
problem.” 
 
He added: “They are the only group who regularly visit the consumer. They know the appliances, 
they understand the fuels and storage requirements, they know the chimneys and can observe the 
evidence arising from consumer burning habits.  
 
“They are capable of delivering powerful consumer messages that make an immediate difference to 
fuel consumption, chimney safety and air pollution. There are real financial benefits for professional 
sweeps who get this message across effectively.” 
 
He said the BurnRight campaign created a cohesive focus for the advice chimney sweeps were 
already giving to householders across the country. 
 
The advice has been produced without reference to any individual organisations or companies in 
order to gain broad support from across the industry. 
 
The website has two key functions:  
 

• Give clear consumer guidance as to the causes of and solutions to the problem. It uses 
simple language, photos and useful videos. It clearly demonstrates the very real benefits to 
the consumer of “Getting it Right” when it comes to wood burning domestically. 

 

• The Guild have created a “Trade Information” section for chimney sweeps which can be 
accessed with the passwood of ‘burnright’  It gives clear background to the need to educate 
people about how to burn correctly, why it is so important and how they can make a real 
difference. It provides chimney sweeps with some additional education and a toolkit to 



make it easy for them to refer consumers to the information as well as press release 
templates etc. to promote the campaign in the media. A video is set to feature the latest up 
to date information shortly. 

 
The Guild hopes the site will continue to evolve as the campaign gathers momentum with new 
material and regular update and welcome any feedback. 
 
Lawson said the campaign have been well received, with praise for the way the material had been 
pulled together independently. 
 
Flyers promoting the website are to be distributed to build consumer interest in the run up to the 
autumn burning season. 

 
Lawson said: “The Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps will strongly promote the campaign to all 
chimney sweeps in Scotland.  
 
“The campaign will build throughout this spring and summer and be perfectly placed for the start 
of  the main burning season in September.  We see air quality issues as an industry wide problem 
with BurnRight as an industry wide solution.” 
 
The original consumer information was finished late last year and available to view or download by 
logging onto https://www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk/we-all-breathe-the-same-air/ 
 
The BurnRight site incorporates this information can be found at www.BurnRight.co.uk   
 
The password for the ‘Trade Information’  page is burnright  
 
To provide feedback visit www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 
 
More details of the Scottish Government’s Cleaner Air for Scotland strategy 
http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/air-quality/CAFS 
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