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It won’t have escaped your notice that there have been a number of days across the United 

Kingdom when air pollution levels have been high. In Scotland the worst was around the 19th 

March when most of the country was affected by ‘moderate’ or ‘high’ pollution levels.  It would 

appear that this episode was caused by transboundary, secondary particulate matter arriving 

from central Europe and mixing with local traffic emissions.  Dr Scott Hamilton of Ricardo-AEA 

Ltd. did a very helpful video of this episode which can be viewed on their website:  

http://www.ricardo-aea.com/cms/air-quality-forecasting. 

The pollution episode happened during the consultation period for the Low Emission Strategy 

(LES) and perhaps this highlights the need for concerted European action as well as action by 

the Scottish Government, local authorities and members of the public.   

The Scottish Government established short-life technical groups which focused on various 

aspects of the LES, Environmental Protection Scotland sat on the ‘Low Emission Zone 

feasibility’, ‘Sustainability’ and ‘Planning’ groups and responded to the LES consultation.  You 

can read our full response to the LES consultation on our website. 
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We continue our meet the Trustees theme by introducing Dr 
Stuart Sneddon - Stuart is a Chartered Scientist and has over a 
decade of experience in the environmental sector.  He is 
currently a Business Manager at Ricardo-AEA Ltd. based in 
Glasgow. 

Stuart’s areas of expertise encompass air quality, climate change 
mitigation, and human health and environmental risk 
assessments.  

His specialist skills include emissions inventories, air quality 
action planning, dispersion modelling, environmental impact 
assessments, public consultation and environmental training. 

Stuart leads on a number of high-profile projects including managing the Scottish Air Quality 

Database; the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh, Air Quality Management Project; Know & 

Respond Scotland; and provides support to national air quality emissions and greenhouse gas 

inventories. 

Stuart is Chair of our Air Quality Advisory Group and is a committee member of the Institute of 

Air Quality Management. 
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Our Expert Advisory Groups (EAGs) meet regularly providing continuity for the environmental 
community by developing seminars and conferences that share best practice and innovative ideas 
and provide impartial policy analysis on air quality, land quality, noise and emerging issues. They 
look at all issues affected by these main areas:  public health, climate change, planning, legislation 
and energy. 

The EAGs critically analyse EU, UK 
and Scottish Government policies 
based on sound science and 
impartiality, and allow our members 
an input into policy direction. 

Taking our members’ opinions into 
account, the EAGs take the lead in 
responding to consultations 
ensuring a consistent voice is heard. 

The Land Quality Group aims to encourage the sustainable management of land and resources that 
is protective of human health, the water environment, ecology, heritage and property.  An EPS 
representative sits on the Scottish Government’s Contaminated Land Advisory Group. 

The Air Quality Group aims to reduce the negative effects of air pollution and greenhouse gases on 
human health and the environment.  Currently its focus is on particulate matter and the role of 
Local Air Quality Management in Scotland and the implementation of the Low Emission Strategy. 

The Scottish Noise Advisory Group (SNAG) promotes and supports an understanding and  effective 
management of noise in Scotland. SNAG covers issues such as the effects of noise on human health, 
anti-social behaviour, planning, noise nuisance, the implementation of the European Noise 
Directive. 

The Chairs of the Groups are: 
Air Quality: Dr Stuart Sneddon 
Land Quality: Roslyn McIntosh 

SNAG: Dr Bernadette McKell 

Membership of the Expert Advisory Groups 
is open to Environmental Protection 
Scotland members.  We continue to expand 
the membership of the EAGs so  if you 
would like to sit on a Group, or If you would 
like further information, then please send 
us an e-mail.  
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Expert Advisory Groups 
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PM2.5 The Journey Ahead  - 11th May 2015 

EPS hosted a very successful seminar/workshop on how PM2.5 levels in Scotland 
could be monitored and modelled and the suitability of the WHO ambient air limit  
values for PM2.5 proposed in the forthcoming Low Emission Strategy for Scotland. 

The speakers in the two morning 
sessions provided an excellent 
overview of the sources of PM2.5 and 
the issues surrounding its monitoring, 
modelling and impacts in Scotland. 
This was placed in context of the 
forthcoming Low Emissions Strategy to 
be launched by the Scottish 
Government towards the end of 2015 
which proposes new WHO-based limit 
values for PM2.5. Speakers included 
Roger Barrowcliffe from IAQM, Stefan 
Reis from CEH and Andrew Taylor from 
the Scottish Government. 

The workshop session in the afternoon 
was successful in gaining attendees 
views on the issues surrounding PM2.5 
measurement, sources and impacts 
and the outcomes were published on 
the EPS website for 
delegates/members to view. Delegates 
were divided into 5 groups and 
responded to a number of 
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set questions – some common themes emerged including the need to ensure resources are 
in place in Scotland in order to monitor and report on PM2.5 effectively. The issue of how to 
deal with PM10 based AQMAs once a new PM2.5 limit is introduced was also raised by many as 
a key issue to address. Feedback from delegates after the event suggested the event was 
both timely and useful.  
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A Low Emission Strategy for Scotland – Post Consultation Workshop – 
29th May 2015 

The Scottish Government 
released their much 
anticipated  Low Emission 
Strategy for consultation on 
the 16th January. A 
consultation workshop held 
by SNIFFER on behalf of the 
Scottish Government on the 
29th May was designed to 
assist the SG in taking 
forward the consultation 
responses before the LES is 
published later in the year.  
The workshop outcomes 
should hopefully provide a 
useful resource to the SG in 
revising the final draft of 
the strategy and how it can 
deliver the outcomes as 
intended. 
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EPS provided a consultation response to the SG as well as attending the 
workshop and we look forward to seeing the LES launched later this year. A key 
challenge is likely to be how to evaluate the contribution of transport to ambient 
PM2.5 concentrations as this will determine how much the LES can achieve in 
terms of reducing human exposure to fine particulate matter. SNIFFER will 
publish the outcomes of this workshop soon on their website 
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Breathe Scotland 

Our clean air initiative continues to grow and we are delighted to 
announce that the Royal Environmental Health Institute of 
Scotland has become our most recent stakeholder.   

The aims of the initiative are: 

• Raise awareness of the health impacts of poor air quality 

• Encourage ways to reduce emissions in our day to day lives. 

If your organisation would like to support Breathe Scotland then 
please e-mail admin@breathescotland.org.uk. 

Our website is being developed further with links to relevant 
sources of air quality information and health impacts being added 
to enable visitors to access supporting information all in one place. 
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EPS is currently preparing responses to a number of consultations taking account of 
members comments and overseen by the appropriate EAG chair  including : 
 
• Scottish Landfill Tax Consultation – a Revenue Scotland consultation  
 deadline for comments by 31st July 2015 
• Land-Use Planning & Development Control: Planning for Air Quality (an 

IAQM/EPUK publication which EPS will edit a version for Scotland) 
 deadline for comments by 31st July 2015 
• Permitted Development Rights: Non-Domestic Solar Panels and Domestic Air 

Source Heat Pumps Consultation 
 deadline for comments by 7th August 2015 
• ISO DIS  11504 – New Draft International Standard – Assessment Of Impact Of 

Hydrocarbons 
 deadline for comments by 28th August  2015 
 
 If you have any comments or know of any additional government consultations 
you would like EPS to respond to please contact the policy officer Geeta at 
Geeta.puri@ep-scotland.org.uk.  Details for all of the above can be found on our 
website  

Have Your Say 
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There are a number of current EU consultations which members may want to 
be aware of as follows: 

- Public consultation the Birds & Habitats Directive ‘fitness check’ has recently 
been undertaken – the deadline was 26 July 2015: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/nature_fitness_check_en.htm 

- Consultation on the Circular Economy -  deadline is 20 August 2015: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/closing_the_loop_en.htm 

- Functioning of Waste Markets - deadline is 4 September 2015: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/waste_market_en.htm 
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The Scottish Government released quarterly planning performance statistics 
on planning applications processed by local authorities last week. Some of 
the key findings are: 
 
• There has been a reduction in planning applications processed in 2014/15 

compared with 2013/14, this being a decrease of 1% (288 applications) 
from the previous year; 

• The number of Major Development decisions in 2014/15 totalled 298, a 
drop of 4% from 2013/14; 

• Major Development decisions have been slower by an average of 2 weeks 
per application compared with 2013/14 (36.6 weeks in 2014/15 
compared with 34.6 weeks in 2013/14);  

 
Planning statistics can be found at:: 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning/Publications 
 
The Scottish Government has asked for views on the format and content of 
the quarterly publication, as well as suggestions for improvements that could 
be built into future versions if you have any you would like to submit please 
Email: admin@ep-scotland.org.uk 
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Contact us… 

Environmental Protection Scotland 
3rd Floor, 231 George Street, 

GLASGOW,  
G1 1RX 

Tel: 0141 287 6530 
Fax: 0141 287 8101 

Email: admin@ep-scotland.org.uk 
Twitter: @EPScotland 

Air quality Land quality 

Noise Emerging issues 

www.flickr.com/akeg 
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Future Events 
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• EPS is planning to hold a repeat of the successful BS4142 Noise training day later 
this year – we are asking members for their views/comments and suggestion on 
the website– please respond so we can take your views on board 

 
• Given the UNFAO have designated 2015 as the international year of the soil EPS is 

planning to hold an event early in 2016 to review the success of this initiative in 
Scotland. There are/have been a number of events planned in Scotland  this year 
and we would welcome members views/comments on them via our website 

and finally…..in May EPS appointed its new Policy & 
Development Officer,  Dr Geeta Puri who can be 
contacted at geeta.puri@ep-scotland.org.uk – she is a 
soil scientist with many years of experience working in 
the public sector as an environmental scientist/advisor. 
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